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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Health  of  the  County  during  the  year  1930, 
being  the  thirty-second  you  have  received. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  indicate  that  the  general 
standard  of  health  in  the  County  during  1930  has  reached 
a higher  level  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

It  has  to  be  stated,  however,  that  the  statistics  are  based  on 
the  1929  population,  as  no  estimate  of  population  for  1930  was 
available,  so  that  generally  the  figures  for  the  year  would  have 
been  even  more  satisfactory  than  those  given  in  the  report. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HYSLOP  THOMSON, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Healih. 


Hertford. 
June,  1931 . 
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THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  COUNTY,  1930. 

Table  i. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  at  end  of  Report.) 


Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

1930. 

1929. 

10  years) 

1930. 

1929. 

10  years 

1930. 

■ 

I929- 

10  years 

t 

t 

t 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

/ 

8 

h 

i 

I.  Population 

268,700 

268,700 

212, 1 18 

115,400 

115,400 

109,049 

384,100 

- . 

384,100 

33U857 

II.  Birth-rate  ... 

x5  '4 

i4-8 

i8-o 

15-2 

140 

i8’2 

15-3 

14-8 

l8*l 

III.  Death-rate 

10-3 

1 1 9 

1 1 ‘6 

•9 

1 1 8 

1 1 • 6 

10-2 

11  9 

ii'6 

IV.  Infant  Mor- 

44 

49 

67 

38 

46 

58 

4I-9 

47 

64 

tality 

V.  Epidemic 

•20 

•23 



•16 

•22 

— 

•19 

•22 

— 

Death-rate 

VI.  Phthisis 

•5 

•61 

•8 

'5 

•46 

7 

‘5 

•58 

7 

Death-rate 

VII.  Cancer 

1 '4 

i'3 

f2 

1 '4 

1 '4 

I’2 

i'4 

i'3 

1 2 

Death-rate 

f 1911-1920.  * Per  1,000  population. 


The  above  figures  give  a summary  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  County  during  1930.  Owing  to  the  census  the  Registrar- 
General  has  not  given  an  estimate  of  the  population  for  1930 
and  the  figures  are  therefore  based  on  the  1929  population. 
There  is  a distinct  fall  in  the  general  death-rate,  which  for 
1930  was  io’2,  compared  with  ii'9  for  1929.  There  is  an  increase 
in  the  birth-rate,  which  for  the  past  year  was  15 ’3  compared 
with  14T  for  1929  and  14^9  for  1928. 

There  is  a considerable  decrease  in  the  infant  mortality, 
which  was  41  'g  compared  with  47  for  1929.  The  previous  lowest 
infant  mortality  attained  was  42^2  in  1924.  There  is  a slight 
rise  in  the  maternal  mortality,  which  was  4*5  compared  with 
4*2  last  year.  There  is  a fall  in  the  death-rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  namely  0’55  compared  with  0*58  for 
1929.  There  is  a marked  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  which  is  the  lowest  so  far  recorded, 
namely  o’o8  compared  with  0*14  for  1929.  There  is  a slight 
increase  in  the  death-rate  from  malignant  disease,  which  was 
1 ‘4  compared  with  1*3  last  year.  There  is  a decrease  in  the 
epidemic  death-rate,  which  was  0^19  compared  with  0’22 
in  1929. 
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Table  2. 

POPULATION  AND  ACREAGE. 

(For  each  District  see  fly-leaf  at  end  of  Report.) 


Population. 

Acreage 
(land  and 
water). 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Census  1921. 

Estimate  1929. 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 

5 >»632 
35  2 , 9 0 0 

i55D5<> 

1 °3>273 

J94>263 

I 17,058 

229,059 

104,136 

268,700 

J 15,40° 

County  

404,523 

258,423 

311,321 

333,195 

384,100 

England  & Wales 

3 7 > 3 3 7 > 6 3 ° 

35-527’843 

36,070,492 

37.885,242 

39,290,000 

(i927) 

The  1921  census  population  for  the  County  was  333, 195# 
and  in  consequence  of  the  census  being  taken  during  the  present 
year  no  estimate  of  the  population  for  1930  is  available. 

The  census  figures  for  1931  will  show  a considerable  increase 
of  the  population  in  certain  parts  of  the  County  which  have 
rapidly  developed  during  the  last  ten  years.  In  some  rural 
districts,  on  the  other  hand,  the  figures  will  show  a stationary 
or  even  a diminished  population. 

Table  3. 


BIRTH-RATE. 

(For  each  District  see  fly-leaf  at  end  of  Report.  For  number  of  births,  legitimate 
and  illegitimate,  in  each  district,  see  Table  6.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1901-10  . 

23-6 

, 

22-6 



22-9 

— 

27-2 

1911-20  . 

18-0 

— 

18-2 

— 

18-1 

— 

21  -8 

1928 

14-0 

3,957 

15-0 

1,709 

14-9 

5,666 

16-3 

1929 

14-8 

3,995 

14-0 

1,625 

14-8 

5,620 

16-3 

1930 

15-4 

4,154 

15-2 

1,758 

15-3 

5,912 

— 

The  birth-rate  for  1930,  based  on  the  1929  population, 
shows  an  increase,  being  15-3  compared  with  I4'8,  the  rate  for 
the  urban  districts  being  15*4  and  for  the  rural  15*2.  The 
highest  birth-rate  in  the  urban  districts  was  19*9  (Welwyn 
Garden  City)  and  the  lowest  10  *i  (Royston).  In  the  rural 
districts  the  highest  birth-rate  was  18 *8  (Welwyn)  and  the 
lowest  12*8  (Watford).  The  number  of  births  during  the  year 
was  5,912  compared  with  5,620  for  the  previous  year,  which 
shows  a considerable  increase. 
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Table  4. 
DEATH-RATE. 


(For  each  district  see  fly-leaf  at  end  of  Report.  For  causes  see  Table  6 and  7.) 


Hertfordshire. 

JAllglcLllU. 

Urban. 

Rural 

County. 

and 

Wales. 

■ 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1901-10  . 

11-8 



12-0 



11*7 



15-4 

1911-20  . 

11-6 

— 

11-6 

— 

11-6 

— 

14-3 

1928 

10-2 

2,709 

10-3 

1,171 

10-2 

3,880 

13-4 

1929 

11-9 

3,204 

11-8 

1,367 

11-9 

4,571 

13-4 

1930 

10-3 

2,771 

•9 

1,151 

10-2 

3,922 

11-4 

The  death-rate  shows  a definite  decrease  for  1930,  being 
10-2  compared  with  11-9  for  the  previous  year.  A lower  death- 
rate  than  this  would  be  recorded  if  the  estimated  population 
for  1930  was  available.  The  death-rate  was  higher  in  the 
urban  districts,  being  10-3  compared  with  o-g  for  the  rural 
districts.  In  the  urban  districts  the  highest  death-rate  was 
13*9  (Tring),  and  the  lowest  6-o  (Welwyn  Garden  City).  In 
the  rural  districts  the  highest  death-rate  was  13-0  (Ash well), 
and  the  lowest  7-8  (Watford), 

The  fall  in  the  general  death-rate  is  due  to  a decrease  in 
the  death-rate  from  a number  of  causes.  There  have  been 
fewer  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  epidemic  disease,  influenza, 
pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  heart  disease,  and  the  infant 
mortality  has  been  lower.  On  the  other  hand  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease 
and  in  the  maternal  mortality. 


Table  5. 

1 N E A N T M O RT  Aid  T Y. 


Hertfordshire. 

England. 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1901-10  . 

90 



83 

— 

88 



127 

1911-20  . 

67 

— 

58 

— 

64 

— 

100 

1928 

46 

183 

43 

74 

45 

257 

74 

1929 

49 

194 

46 

75 

47 

269 

74 

1930 

44 

182 

38 

66 

41  -9 

248 

60-0 
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The  infant  mortality,  which  is  the  number  of  deaths  under 
twelve  months  per  1,000  births,  shows  a distinct  fall  from 
47  to  41-9,  the  actual  number  of  deaths  being  248  compared 
with  269  for  1929.  This  figure  for  infant  mortality  is  the 
lowest  which  has  so  far  been  reached  in  the  Count}/.  It  is 
lower  in  the  rural  than  in  the  urban  districts,  namely  38 
compared  with  44.  In  the  urban  districts  the  highest  infant 
mortality  was  95  (Berkhampstead)  and  the  lowest  nil  (Bushey, 
Royston  and  Tring),  In  the  rural  districts  the  highest  infant 
mortality  was  78  (Buntingford)  and  the  lowest  25  (St.  Albans). 
The  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  is  chiefly  due  to  a decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  whooping  cough  and  respiratory 
diseases  such  as  pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  There  are  four 
fewer  deaths  from  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth, 
the  number  being  141  compared  with  145,  but  this  figure  is 
still  too  high,  and  constitutes  56  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
The  frequency  of  premature  birth  as  a cause  of  early  infant 
mortality  even  in  what  are  apparently  otherwise  normal 
maternity  cases  requires  further  investigation.  Reference  to 
the  Report  of  the  County  Inspector  of  Midwives  shows  that 
in  2,992  maternity  cases  attended  by  midwives  alone  36  infants 
died  before  the  tenth  day,  and  of  this  number  22  were  premature. 

The  causes  of  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth  are 
to  be  regarded  in  the  majority  of  cases  as  avoidable  causes, 
and  it  is  in  securing  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  such  causes  that  the  influence  of  the  ante-natal  clinic 
and  the  advice  and  instruction  which  such  provides  will  prove 
of  value. 

There  has  been  a very  considerable  fall  in  the  mortality 
amongst  illegitimate  infants  which  was  51-0  during  1930  com- 
pared with  70-8  during  1929.  The  death-rate  in  the  urban 
districts  was  60-9  compared  with  28-1  in  the  rural  districts.  The 
death-rate  for  legitimate  infants  for  the  County  was  41  -5,  so 
that  the  difference  between  the  two  rates  is  now  less  than  it 
has  been  in  any  previous  year. 

There  has  been  a slight  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from 
diarrhoea  in  children  under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births, 
which  was  4-0  compared  with  4-2  for  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  under  two  years  was  the  same 
as  last  year,  namely  24,  of  which  19  were  in  urban  districts, 
and  5 in  rural  districts.  In  11  urban  and  8 rural  districts 
no  death  from  diarrhoea  occurred. 

For  the  prevention  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  infants  and 
young  children  efforts  must  be  continued  in  the  following 
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Table  6. 


BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  AND  INFANT  DEATHS  IN  1930. 


Deaths 

Births. 

Number  of  infant 
deaths  in  first  year. 

Infant 

death 

Districts. 

Popula- 

tion. 

at  all 
ages. 

Legi- 

timate 

Illegi- 

timate 

Total. 

Legi- 

timate 

Illegi- 

timate 

Total. 

rates  per 
1,000 
births. 

Urban. 

1 Baldock 

3,017 

31 

39 

1 

40 

1 

1 

25*00 

2 Barnet 

14,220 

171 

195 

16 

211 

11 

1 

12 

56-87 

3 Berkhampstead  . 

4 Bishop’s  Stortford 

7,747 

75 

123 

3 

126 

11 

1 

12 

95-23 

9,730 

122 

125 

5 

130 

6 

2 

8 

61-53 

5 Bushey 

10,260 

91 

149 

4 

153 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 Cheshunt 

14,540 

170 

214 

8 

222 

7 

— 

7 

31-53 

7 Chorleywood 

3,192 

23 

49 

— 

49 

2 

— 

2 

40-81 

8 East  Barnet  Valley 

16,060 

163 

264 

7 

271 

14 

— 

14 

51-66 

9 Harpenden 

8,001 

61 

95 

3 

98 

3 

— 

3 

30-61 

1 0 Hemel  Hempstead 

15,070 

169 

219 

7 

226 

5 

1 

6 

26-54 

1 1 Hertford 

11,770 

113 

164 

4 

168 

6 

— 

6 

35-71 

12  Hitchin 

13,710 

167 

223 

9 

232 

8 

1 

9 

38-79 

13  Hoddesdon 

5,630 

66 

104 

6 

110 

7 

— 

7 

63-63 

1 4 Letchworth 

13,200 

94 

192 

7 

199 

3 

1 

4 

20-10 

15  RiGkmansworth  . 

9,686 

92 

147 

8 

155 

6 

— 

6 

38-70 

16  Royston 

3,828 

49 

38 

1 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17  St.  Albans 

27,610 

309 

380 

13 

393 

20 

1 

21 

53-44 

18  Sawbridge worth  . 

2,579 

27 

39 

3 

42 

3 

— 

3 

71-42 

19  Stevenage  . 

5,657 

54 

75 

5 

80 

4 

— 

4 

50-00 

20  Tring 

4,220 

59 

72 

3 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21  Ware 

6,229 

81 

105 

5 

110 

10 

— 

10 

90-90 

22  Watford  . 

54,670 

535 

824 

40 

864 

38 

2 

40 

46-29 

23  Welwyn  Gdn.  City 

8,074 

49 

155 

6 

161 

7 

— 

7 

43-47 

Total  Urban 

268,700 

2,771 

3,990 

164 

4,154 

172 

10 

182 

43-80 

Rural. 

1 Ashwell 

3,529 

46 

50 

3 

53 

2 

■ — 

2 

37-73 

2 Barnet 

5,497 

61 

91 

5 

96 

6 

— 

6 

62-50 

3 Berkhampstead  . 

5,088 

51 

77 

8 

85 

3 

— 

3 

35-29 

4 Buntingford 

4,765 

57 

61 

3 

64 

5 

— 

5 

78-12 

5 Hadham 

5,417 

61 

72 

3 

75 

4 

— 

4 

53-33 

6 Hatfield 

10,310 

92 

186 

5 

191 

8 

1 

9 

47-12 

7 Hemel  Hempstead 

7,965 

93 

115 

2 

117 

3 

— 

3 

25-64 

8 Hertford 

7,523 

73 

116 

2 

118 

5 

— 

5 

42-37 

9 Hitchin 

14,320 

158 

224 

9 

233 

7 

— 

7 

30-04 

10  St.  Albans 

18,290 

148 

261 

14 

275 

7 

— 

7 

25-45 

11  Ware 

11,710 

132 

155 

5 

160 

4 

1 

5 

31-25 

12  Watford 

17,470 

137 

216 

10 

226 

8 

— 

8 

35-39 

13  Welwyn 

3,496 

4'z 

63 

2 

65 

2 

— 

2 

30-76 

Total  Rural 

115,400 

1,151 

1,687 

71 

1,758 

64 

2 

66 

37-54 

,,  Urban 

268,700 

2,771 

3,990 

164 

4,154 

172 

10 

182 

43-79 

Total  County 

384,100 

3,922 

5,677 

235 

5,912 

236 

12 

248 

41-94 

Death-rate  of  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

Births  is  : — 


Legitimate. 
Urban  Districts 
Rural 
County 


Illegitimate. 

43  • 1 Urban  Districts  . 60*9 

37-8  Rural  . . .28*1 

41*5  County  . . . 51*0 
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directions  : — (i)  The  encouragement  of  the  breast-feeding  of 
infants,  (2)  the  provision  of  a clean  milk  supply,  (3)  the  attain- 
ing of  a satisfactory  standard  of  domiciliary  cleanliness, 
(4)  the  abolition  of  refuse  and  flies,  and  (5)  the  protection  of 
all  milk  in  the  home  from  contamination  by  dust  and  flies.  The 
main  precaution  is  cleanliness  in  regard  to  food  utensils,  food, 
and  milk. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Mothers  per  1,000  Births. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  was 
27  compared  with  24  last  year  and  16  in  1928.  The  maternal 
mortality  was  4-5,  compared  with  4-2  last  year,  2*8  in  1928, 
2*2  in  1927  and  4*9  in  1926.  Of  the  27  maternal  deaths,  13, 
were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  14  were  due  to  other  accidents 
and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition. 

Fifteen  of  the  27  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  urban 
districts  and  12  in  rural  districts.  Of  the  13  deaths  due  to 
puerperal  sepsis  8 occurred  in  urban  districts  and  five  in  rural 
districts.  The  following  are  the  districts  in  which  they 
occurred  : — Bushey  (1),  TIemel  Hempstead  (1),  Letchworth  (2), 
S.  Albans  City  (1),  Watford  (2),  Welwyn  Garden  City  (1), 
Barnet  Rural  (2),  Hadham  Rural  (1),  St.  Albans  Rural  (1), 
and  Watford  Rural  (1). 

The  fourteen  deaths  from  causes  other  than  puerperal 
sepsis  occurred  in  the  following  districts  : — -Barnet  (1),  Cheshunt 
(1),  Hertford  Borough  (1),  Hitchin  (2),  St.  Albans  City  (2), 
Ash  well  Rural  (1),  Barnet  Rural  (1),  Berkhampstead  Rural 
(1),  Hatfield  Rural  (1),  Hitchin  Rural  (1),  St.  Albans  Rural  (1), 
and  Watford  Rural  (1). 

The  figures  given  above  show  that  there  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  maternal  mortality  during  the  year,  due  to 
3 additional  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis.  Investigation  as 
to  the  causes  of  maternal  deaths  has  emphasised  the  necessity 
for  increased  care  in  guarding  against  possible  sources  of 
infection  and  in  careful  supervision  during  the  pre-natal  period. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Ellison  saw  in  consultation  19 
maternity  cases  of  which  14  were  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis 
and  5 were  late  complications  following  confinement.  Of  the 
14  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  7 were  confined  at  home  and  7 in 
a Nursing  Home  or  institution.  As  regards  the  possible 
causation  of  sepsis  there  was  a possible  reason  for  the  condition 
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in  ii  of  the  cases  and  no  obvious  reason  or  no  history  in  3 
cases.  In  12  cases  the  streptococcus  haemolyticus  was  found 
and  in  one  case  the  staphylococcus  albus  in  the  swab. 

The  special  measures  which  are  adopted  in  the  County 
include  the  services  of  an  obstetric  specialist  in  complicated 
cases,  nursing  services,  hospital  treatment,  special  sera  and 
help  towards  obtaining  sterilized  outfits  in  special  cases. 

The  provision  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  cases  of  puerperal 
sepsis  include  arrangements  with  several  of  the  voluntary 
hospitals  in  the  county.  It  is  hoped  that  special  provision  for 
puerperal  sepsis  may  be  made  in  one  of  the  county  institutions 
before  long. 


Table  7. 

CANCER  OR  MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 

(Including  carcinoma  and  rodent  ulcer.  For  each  district  see  fly-leaf  at  end 
of  Report.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1 

1901-10  . 

0-9 

0-9 

0-9 

(1906-10) 

0-9 

1911-20  . 

1 -2 

— 

1 -2 

— 

1 -2 

— 

1 -2 

1928 

1 -4 

393 

1 -2 

147 

1 -4 

540 

10 

1929 

1 -3 

353 

1-4 

173 

1 -3 

526 

1-0 

1930 

1-4 

402 

1 -4 

171 

1 *4 

573 

— 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during 
the  year  was  573  compared  with  526  for  the  previous  year, 
which,  on  the  basis  of  the  1929  population,  gives  a death-rate 
of  1*4,  compared  with  1-3.  On  the  basis  of  an  increased  popula- 
tion this  rate  would  be  lower.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
402  were  in  urban  districts  and  171  in  rural  districts,  and  272 
were  males  and  301  were  females,  the  increase  being  slightly 
higher  amongst  females. 

A study  of  the  age  at  which  death  occurs  points  to  the 
definite  relationship  which  exists  between  malignant  disease, 
especially  carcinoma  and  advancing  years.  Of  the  total  number 
of  deaths  313  or  54-6  per  cent,  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age 
of  65  and  134  or  23-3  per  cent,  in  persons  over  the  age  of  75. 
In  both  urban  and  rural  districts  the  largest  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  the  female  age  group  45-65 , and  the  next  largest  in 
the  male  age  group  65-75. 
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Special  reports  are  now  received  from  County  Institutions 
with  reference  to  cases  of  malignant  disease  admitted  or 
discharged.  Success  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  disease 
depends  almost  entirely  upon  early  diagnosis.  Arrangements 
exist  for  providing  special  hospital  accommodation  for  radium 
treatment  in  suitable  cases. 


Table  8. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Crude  Death-rates  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


(For  each  District  see  Fly-leaf  at  end  of  Report.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1901-10  . 

•8 

— 

•7 

— 

•8 

— 

(1906-10) 

1-3 

1911-20  . 

•8 

— 

•7 

— 

•7 

— 

— 

1928 

•55 

49 

•40 

46 

•51 

195 

•70 

1929 

•61 

173 

•46 

54 

•58 

227 

•73 

1930 

•57 

155 

•51 

60 

•55 

215 

— 

Table  9. 

Crude  Death-rates  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


' 

Hertfordshire. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

1925 

•15 

•13 

•14 

1926 

•18 

•15 

•17 

1927 

•14 

•17 

•15 

1928 

•15 

•10 

•13 

1929 

•16 

•09 

•14 

1930 

•10 

•05 

08 

Number,  1930  . 

27 

6 

33 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  was  215,  compared  with  227  for  the  previous  year, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
has  decreased  from  55  to  33.  Based  on  the  1929  population 
the  death-rates  from  both  forms  of  the  disease  would  be  0-55 


13 


and  o-o8  respectively,  compared  with  0-58  and  0-14  for  1929. 
Based  on  an  increased  population  the  rates  would  be  even 
lower  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  0-08  is  the  lowest  death- 
rate  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  has  so  far  been 
recorded  in  the  County. 


Table  10. 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Mortality  during  1930. 


Age 

Periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Age 

Periods. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0 





1 

1 

0 





1 

— 

1 

5 

5 

15 

12 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

5 

23 

21 

12 

13 

5 

1 

3 

2 

5 

10 

7 

12 

8 

4 

15 

15 

26 

2 

2 

15 

23 

34 

5 

8 

25 

51 

34 

5 

4 

20 

51 

43 

4 

6 

45 

48 

24 

2 

2 

25 

52 

53 

5 

9 

65 

6 

4 

— 

— 

35 

41 

32 

3 

6 

75 

1 

2 

1 

— 

45 

33 

14 

3 

2 

55 

14 

13 



2 

65  & 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Upwards 

Total. 

252 

229 

57 

63 

Total. 

122 

93 

17 

16 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  is  considerably  less  than  last  year,  being  601,  compared 
with  720. 

The  comparative  death-rates  from  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  past  nine  years  are  given  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Table  ii. 

Comparative  Death-rates  from  Tuberculosis. 


1930. 

1929. 

1928. 

1927. 

1926. 

r925- 

1924. 

1923. 

1922. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

°‘55 

q 

Ul 

00 

o*5* 

C67 

o’65 

o'6g 

061 

°’59 

06 1 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

008 

o'  14 

0-13 

0-15 

017 

o' 14 

OI3 

o'i4 

01 1 
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Of  the  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  155  occurred 
in  urban  districts  and  60  in  rural  districts,  and  122  were  males 
and  93  were  females.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
the  25  to  45  age  group.  In  the  urban  districts  the  largest  number 
of  deaths  occurred  in  the  male  age  group  45-65,  whereas  in  the 
rural  districts  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the 
male  age  group  25-45.  In  the  age  group  15  to  25  the  number 
of  deaths  is  much  higher  amongst  females  ; this  considerably 
higher  ratio  of  female  deaths  is  not  observed  in  any  other 
age  group  and  it  holds  for  both  urban  and  rural  districts. 
Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  possibility 
that  the  adolescent  and  young  adult  female  inclines  to  restrict 
the  amount  of  fat-forming  foods  taken  and  in  addition  to  this 
there  is  some  evidence  that  the  effects  of  industrial  strain  are 
falling  more  heavily  upon  the  female  age  group  15  to  25,  than 
upon  males  in  the  same  age  group. . 

Of  the  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  27  occurred 
in  urban  districts  and  only  six  in  rural  districts  and  17  were 
males  and  16  females.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  (9)  occured 
in  the  age  group  25-45.  In  only  one  age  group,  namely  5-15, 
was  there  any  marked  difference  in  the  number  of  deaths  in 
males  and  females  ; in  this  group  there  were  five  females  to 
two  males.  The  number  of  deaths  below  the  age  of  five  years 
was  7,  of  which  five  were  in  urban  districts  and  three  in  rural 
districts. 

The  striking  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year  calls  for  some  reference. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  earlier  diagnosis  of  this  disease 
and  the  up-to-date  conservative  treatment  in  special  hospitals 
which  is  now  provided  is  largely  responsible  for  saving  lives 
which  under  older  methods  of  treatment  would  have  been 
lost.  The  improvement  in  the  standard  of  milk,  which  has 
followed  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  and 
the  system  of  grading  which  is  now  being  more  widely  adopted, 
must  also  result  in  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  call  for  treatment. 

Preventive  Measures. — There  is  little  new  to  be  said  in 
regard  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  develop- 
ment and  spread  of  the  disease.  Reference  has  been  made 
above  to  the  marked  fall  in  the  death  rate  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  to  the  importance  of  measures  which  aim  at 
raising  the  tubercle  free  standard  of  milk.  Pasteurization 
is  frequently  recommended  as  the  most  efficient  measure  of 
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preventing  the  danger  of  infection  from  tuberculous  milk  in 
young  children,  and  while  it  should  not  be  neglected  in  the  case 
of  doubtful  milk,  its  universal  application  would  be  a con- 
fession of  failure  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
and  to  eliminate  tuberculous  milk.  Every  effort  must  be  made 
to  encourage  the  production  of  certified  or  Grade  A (T.T.) 
milk.  In  Hertfordshire  a high  standard  of  milk  is  secured 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Hertfordshire  Milk  Recording 
Society.  Three  grades  of  milk  should  be  adopted,  namely, 
“ special  Grade  A”  milk,  which  has  made  appeal  to  the 
public  and  which  should  be  altered  to  come  up  to  certified 
standard,  “ Pasteurized  milk”  and  “Milk.” 

The  prevention  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  may  be  summed 
up  in  a few  words — food  including  fats,  fresh  air,  cleanliness, 
and  the  removal  of  open  cases  to  hospital  or  sanatorium.  The 
avoidance  of  industrial  strain,  especially  when  associated  with 
insufficient  food,  is  also  important.  In  the  home  cleanliness 
and  the  avoidance  of  overcrowding  have  repeatedly  been 
emphasized  as  important  precautionary  measures. 

The  following  steps  are  taken  with  a view  to  closer  co- 
operation in  preventive  effort  between  the  County  Council 
and  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.  Information  of  all  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum 
is  sent  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  supple- 
ments the  information  from  notification  and  provides  more 
accurate  information  regarding  open  cases  of  the  disease. 

Information  is  sent  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
regarding  the  death  of  a patient  and  of  removal  of  a patient 
to  hospital  or  sanatorium  so  that  disinfection  may  be  carried 
out.  The  reports  regarding  the  home  conditions  of  patients 
forwarded  by  the  health  visitors  and  nurses  contain  from  time 
to  time  references  to  insanitary  conditions,  structural  defects, 
overcrowding,  etc.  The  information  thus  obtained  is  forwarded 
to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a request  that 
such  action  may  be  taken  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

With  a view  to  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  Medical 
Practitioner  a special  form  is  sent  giving  particulars  regarding 
the  result  of  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  result 
of  the  examination  of  the  sputum  and  the  treatment  which 
has  been  recommended.  Subsequent  reports  giving  particulars 
of  any  special  alteration  in  treatment  are  also  sent. 

During  the  year  420  home  condition’s  forms  were  forwarded 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  from  which  the  following  particulars 
have  been  obtained. 

From  the  following  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  as  regards 
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the  figures  of  persons  per  bedroom  two  or  less  is  unaltered, 
three  is  slightly  higher  and  four  and  over  four  are  lower,  being 
respectively  2’6  and  1*4  compared  with  37  and  i*6  for  1929. 
These  figures  indicate  some  improvement  in  the  home  conditions 
of  new  patients  during  the  year. 


Table  12. 
Home  Conditions. 


Good. 

Indifferent. 

Bad. 

Insured  ... 

• • • • * • 

76^2 

I9'5 

4'3 

Uninsured 

• » • • • « 

7 o'9 

2 2 ’4 

67 

Total 

...  • • • 

73*6 

20'9 

53 

Number 

of  Persons  per  Bedroom. 

Two  or  less. 

Three. 

Four. 

Over  Four. 

Insured 

8 1 -2 

17-8 

I 'O 

— 

Uninsured  ... 

72-4 

203 

4'3 

28 

Total 

768 

ig'2 

2 -6 

i '4 

Summary  of  Mew  Work  during  the  Year. — In  the  following 
tables  particulars  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  tuberculosis,  including  recommendations 
for  treatment  in  the  case  of  new  patients. 


Number  of  cases  examined 

929 

Cases  treated  in  sanatoria 

364 

Cases  treated  in  hospitals 

78 

Cases  treated  at  home  . 

378 

Cases  treated  at  dispensaries  . 

153 

Cases  under  observation 

118 

Contacts  examined 

201 

Cases  recommended  milk 

44 

Shelters  issued  .... 

18 

Specimens  of  sputum  examined 

1,510 

Tubercle  bacilli  present 

532 

Further  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection 
with  tuberculosis  are  given  in  the  Annual  Report  on  Tuberculosis 
for  1930. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES . 

The  number  of  new  patients  from  Hertfordshire  attending 
clinics  in  London  during  1930,  was  302,  compared  with  281  for 
1929  and  242  for  1928.  Of  this  number  187  were  cases  of 
venereal  disease,  and  115  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from 
this  disease.  Although  a larger  number  of  new  patients  attended 
during  the  year,  the  number  with  venereal  disease  was  less  than 
for  the  previous  year — 187  compared  with  193.  The  total 
attendances  for  the  year  were  6,090,  compared  with  6,271  for 
1929.  The  number  of  in-patient  days  was  41 1,  and  the  number 
of  doses  of  salvarsan  or  its  substitutes  given  during  the  year 
was  371. 

These  figures  indicate  that  an  increased  number  of  patients 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  of  diagnosis  provided 
by  the  clinics  in  London,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  patients 
who  require  treatment  attend  now  the  clinics  more  regularly. 

The  amount  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Table  13. 

Annual  Summary  for  1930. 


Hospitals. 

Nev 

v Patients. 

Total 

In- 

Salvar- 
san. 
No.  of 
doses. 

Syp. 

S.C. 

Gon. 

Not 

V.D. 

Total. 

Atten- 

dances. 

patient 

days. 

Albert  Dock  . 



— 



— 

— 

— 



— 

' Royal  Northern 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 

6 

2 

23 

15 

46 

910 

— 

61 

Gt.  Ormond  Street 

— 

— 

1 

23 

24 

44 

77 

— 

' Guy’s  .... 

5 

— 

11 

12 

28 

619 

— 

52 

King’s  College 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

London 

O 

— 

2 

2 

6 

134 

— 

8 

Metropolitan  . 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Middlesex 

2 

— 

6 

1 

9 

234 

107 

39 

Miller  General 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

’ 

— 

Royal  Feee  . 

4 

— 

15 

12 

31 

432 

14 

18 

Royal  London  Ophthalmic 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

38 

40 

17 

St.  George’s  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

54 

— 

— 

St.  John’s,  Lewisham 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

4 

— 

6 

3 

13 

134 

— 

26 

St.  Paul’s 

2 

• — 

13 

12 

27 

916 

— 

1 

St.  Thomas’  . 

6 

1 

28 

30 

65 

965 

27 

78 

Seamen’s 

-7 

— 

1 

1 

2 

26 

— 

— 

S.  London  for  Women 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

University  College  . 

5 

— 

27 

1 

33 

1064 

— 

44 

West  London 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Westminster  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

107 

— 

14 

S.  Army  Mothers’  Hospital 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

196 

146 

— 

Children’s  Medical  Home 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whitechapel  Clinic  . 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

217 

— 

13 

Total 

41 

3 

143 

115 

302 

6090 

411 

371 

The  total  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  for  private  practitioners 

in  the  County  during  the  year  is  156. 
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The  number  of  pathological  examinations  carried  out  for 
practitioners  was  156,  compared  with  134  for  the  previous 
year,  while  the  number  of  pathological  examinations  carried 
out  for  or  at  the  centres  in  London  was  1,280.  Of  these 
examinations,  11  were  for  spirochaetes,  712  for  gonococci, 
317  for  Wassermann  reaction,  and  240  for  other  reasons. 


BLIND  PERSONS. 

Under  “The  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920“,  the  County  Council 
prepared  a scheme  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  blind  persons 
ordinarily  resident  within  their  area,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  April,  1923. 

This  scheme,  which  is  additional  to  the  provision  made  by 
the  Education  Authority,  includes  the  following  arrangements. 

Children  under  School  Age, — To  consider  cases  of  infants 
born  blind  or  with  sight  so  defective  as  to  be  unable  to  distinguish 
common  objects.  When  considered  necessary,  arrangements 
to  be  made  for  such  children  to  be  boarded  out  or  sent  to  a 
residential  home.  Parents  to  contribute  according  to  means. 

Home  Workers  and  Home  Teachers. — These  services  are 
carried  out  in  cases  approved  by  the  County  Council  by  the 
London  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind,  Swiss  Cottage.  The 
Council  pays  on  a basis  of  service  a sum  not  exceeding  the 
rate  of  £5  per  head  per  annum  after  allowing  for  the  grants 
receivable  by  the  said  Society  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Through  the  Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind  the 
County  Council  now  employ  two  home  teachers  who  visit 
the  homes  of  the  blind  for  purposes  of  instruction.  A tabulated 
report  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  home  teachers  is  submitted 
to  each  meeting  of  the  Committee.  The  reports  received  from 
the  Home  Visitors  show  that  valuable  instruction  is  being 
given  to  the  blind  in  their  homes  in  such  subjects  as  Braille, 
moon,  raffia,  knitting,  rug  making,  rush  seating,  wool  work, 
etc.  The  number  at  present  under  instruction  by  the  two 
Home  Visitors  is  69. 

Homes. — Maintenance  grants  are  made  to  blind  persons 
not  destitute,  but  whom  the  Council  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  send  to  a home  for  the  blind  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 
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Hostels. — Contributions  will  be  made  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  blind  persons  employed  in  approved  workshops 
and  resident  in  a hostel  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
who  from  lack  of  housing  or  for  some  other  reason  may  require 
such  provision. 

Unemployable  Blind. — Arrangements  are  made,  when 
necessary,  for  aged,  infirm,  and  unemployable  blind  persons 
to  be  boarded  out  or  to  receive  weekly  or  other  payments 
direct  when  they  reside  in  their  own  homes  or  lodgings.  Destitute 
cases  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council.  A very 
considerable  sum  is  now  paid  by  the  County  Council  to 
unemployable  blind  persons,  the  amount  varying  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  individuals. 

Registration. — A system  of  registration  of  all  blind  persons 
living  within  the  area  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

In  carrying  out  the  scheme  described  above,  the  County 
Council  have  secured  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  County 
Nursing  Association  and  the  Hertfordshire  Association 
for  the  Blind.  The  register  of  blind  persons  in  the  County 
which  has  been  prepared  contained  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

At  31st  March,  1923 

143 

162 

305 

> > 

9 9 

1924 

147 

166 

313 

y y 

9 9 

1925 

168 

186 

354 

y » 

9 9 

1926 

188 

203 

391 

99 

9 9 

1927 

191 

226 

417 

9 1 

y y 

1928 

211 

249 

460 

9 9 

9 9 

1929 

213 

255 

468 

99 

99 

1930 

207 

255 

462 

During  1930  there  were  added  to  the  register  51  blind 
persons,  compared  with  61  last  year,  21  males  and  30  females. 
The  number  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  was  45 
of  which  1 7 were  males  and  28  were  females.  70  cases  are 
at  present  receiving  grants  from  the  County  Council,  21  males 
and  49  females. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY . 

The  number  of  cases  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
during  the  year  for  examination  as  to  their  mental  condition 
was  hi,  compared  with  154  for  the  previous  year.  Of  this 
number  77  were  found  to  be  mentally  defective,  one  was 
epileptic,  and  the  remainder  either  dull  and  backward  or 
suffering  from  some  form  of  physical  defect  associated  with 
backwardness. 
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Of  the  hi  cases  reported  upon,  55  were  males  and  56  were 
females,  while  17  were  above  the  age  of  21,  and  94  were  below 
that  age  ; of  these  cases  68  were  from  urban  districts,  and  43 
from  rural  districts. 

The  classification  of  the  77  cases  found  to  be  mentally 
defective  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  was  as  follows : 
Feeble-minded,  49  ; imbeciles,  20  ; idiots,  4 ; moral  defectives, 
2 ; epileptic  feeble-minded,  2.  Of  the  total  number  examined, 
10  were  classified  as  physically  defective,  17  as  dull  and  back- 
ward, three  doubtful,  three  as  lunatics  and  one  epileptic. 

During  the  year  18  cases  were  sent  to  certified  institutions 
or  were  placed  under  guardianship,  as  against  33  in  1929.  Of 
the  18  cases,  9 were  feeble-minded,  and  9 were  imbeciles.  Eleven 
cases  were  sent  to  special  residential  institutions  and  7 were 
placed  under  guardianship.  With  two  exceptions,  all  the 
cases  were  over  16  years  of  age,  the  oldest  being  39,  and  the 
youngest,  8 years.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  9 
imbeciles,  5 were  placed  under  guardianship,  whereas  of  the  9 
feeble-minded  persons,  only  two  were  placed  under  guardian- 
ship, the  rest  being  admitted  to  certified  institutions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  202  mental  defectives 
in  certified  institutions  or  places  of  safety.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  about  85  defectives  on  the  waiting  list 
for  admission  to  certified  institutions,  in  addition  to  many 
others  who  would  be  sent  to  certified  institutions  if 
accommodation  were  available. 

During  the  year  32  children  were  admitted  to  Kingsmead 
School,  and  of  these  17  were  County  children  and  15  out-county 
children.  The  number  of  children  discharged  during  the 
year  was  26,  of  which  21  were  County  cases.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  in  residence  in  the  school  119  children  under 
the  age  of  16  and  10  feeble-minded  girls  over  16,  making  a 
total  of  129  in  residence. 

The  year  has  been  a difficult  one  as  regards  the  problem  of 
institutional  accommodation.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  find 
institutional  accommodation  for  certain  low  grade  defectives, 
and  the  difficulties  which  such  cases  create  in  small  crowded 
homes  and  the  urgent  and  constant  request  that  something 
should  be  done  to  remove  them  from  home,  can  readily  be  under- 
stood. It  is  the  entire  absence  of  available  certified  accommoda- 
tion that  has  compelled  the  retention  of  a certain  number  of 
defectives  in  “ Places  of  Safety  While  such  detention  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  Act  there  is  usually 
in  such  cases  no  other  alternative,  and  it  will  be  practically 
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impossible  to  deal  with  them  until  accommodation  is  provided 
in  the  new  institution  at  Cell  Barnes. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  adequate  accommodation  in 
certified  institutions  it  has  been  necessary  to  utilize  “ Guardian- 
ship ” as  far  as  is  practicable  to  deal  with  certain  types  of 
defectives,  although  this  is  not  a method  which  can  satisfactorily 
be  used  in  dealing  with  the  low-grade,  helpless  type.  The  Central 
Association  for  Mental  Welfare  now  arranges  to  deal  with 
certain  cases  under  guardianship  by  placing  them  where 
they  obtain  training  at  a training  centre.  During  the  year 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  payment  of  an  annual 
fee  of  £15  in  the  case  of  a defective  placed  under  guardianship 
in  a district  in  which  a training  centre  is  available  in  order  that 
the  defective  may  benefit  by  instruction. 

Visits  are  made  by  your  County  Medical  Officer  to  Hertford- 
shire cases  under  guardianship  in  the  County.  The  cases  seen 
during  the  year  appeared  on  the  whole  to  be  well  cared  for, 
although  in  one  or  two  cases  greater  care  as  regards  super- 
vision requires  to  be  exercized.  Each  guardian  has  a special 
register  in  which  the  date  of  the  visit  and  notes  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  home  and  the  defective  are  recorded. 
Statutory  supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  in  the  County.  In  respect  of  each  defective 
placed  under  statutory  supervision  a certificate  is  sent  with  a 
recommendation  as  to  the  number  of  visits  to  be  made  by 
the  nurse. 

The  number  of  defectives  to  whom  visits  were  paid  by  the 
nurses  during  1930  was  325,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  was 
2,041  ; of  the  325  defectives,  180  were  males  and  145  were 
females,  and,  of  the  2,041  visits  paid,  1,096  were  to  males  and 
945  to  females.  During  the  year,  103  forms  giving  particulars 
regarding  home  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  defectives 
visited  were  received. 

In  the  following  table  particulars  are  given  of  the 
position  as  regards  mental  defectives  in  the  County  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Further  particulars  are  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
to  the  Committee  under  “ The  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913 


SUMMARY  OF  CASES  AT  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Males.  Females.  Total • 


Defectives  in  Institutions 

70 

90 

160 

Under  Guardianship  County  cases  . 

22 

10 

32 

,,  ,,  Out-County  cases  . 

19 

28 

47 

In  Place  of  Safety 

17 

25 

42 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

222 

182 

404 

Notified  by  Education  Authority  . 

28 

23 

51 

Otherwise  ascertained  . 

111 

116 

227 

Under  consideration,  as  to  whom 
been  decided  whether  they  are 
be  dealt  with  or  not  , 

it  had  not 
subject  to 

♦ ♦ 

18 

9 

27 

22 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH . 


Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  the  functions  of 
the  poor  law  authority  have  been  transferred  to  the  County 
Council,  and  in  consequence,  the  medical  services  previously 
provided  by  Boards  of  Guardians  have  become  linked  up  to 
various  services  concerned  with  the  prevention  and  treatment 
of  disease  which  have  been  established  under  various  Acts  by 
the  County  Council.  The  benefit  which  has  resulted  from  this 
linking  together  of  essential  services  within  the  County  has  been 
amply  proved  during  the  year.  Problems  relating  to  the 
treatment  of  disease  and  the  care  of  special  individuals  which 
previously  presented  some  difficulty  have  now  proved  much 
easier  of  solution.  One  striking  feature  has  been  the  smoothness 
with  which  the  change-over  has  been  carried  out,  and  the 
advantages  of  the  transferred  services  in  supplementing  the 
other  medical  services  administered  by  the  County  Council 
will  become  increasingly  apparent  in  the  course  of  time. 


County  Institutions. — The  County  institutions  which  are 
administered  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  may  broadly 
be  classified  as  “hospital  institutions”  and  “institutions”. 
In  the  case  of  the  former,  in  addition  to  provision  for  aged,  infirm, 
and  chronic  cases,  up-to-date  hospital  treatment,  including 
major  operative  work,  is  carried  out,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
latter,  accommodation  is  restricted  with  occasional  exceptions  to 
infirm  and  chronic  cases.  There  are  in  all  twelve  County  institu- 
tions, of  which  five  may  be  classified  as  hospital  institutions,  and 
in  some  of  these  the  work  reaches  a high  standard  of  excellence. 
In  three  districts  in  the  County  arrangements  have  been, 
or  are  being,  completed  with  voluntary  hospitals  for  the  provision 
of  accommodation  for  major  surgical  and  acute  medical  cases. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  County  institutions  which  assists 
greatly  in  the  public  health  work  of  the  county  is  that  no  patient 
is  ever  refused  admission,  except  in  the  case  of  certain  infectious 
diseases.  The  fact  that  a patient  is  destitute  as  regards  hospital 
provision  makes  him  eligible  for  admission.  There  is  now  less 
difficulty  in  securing  hospital  treatment  for  cases  of  puerperal 
sepsis,  and  the  arrangements  which  have  been  completed  with 
certain  of  the  voluntar}/  hospitals  in  the  County  have  also  greatly 
facilitated  the  admission  of  patients.  In  connection  also  with 
County  institutions  special  forms  of  treatment  are  provided 
for  cases  requiring  such  treatment.  Arrangements  are  made  to 
send  such  cases  to  hospitals  in  London  where  special  forms 
of  treatment  are  carried  out.  As  an  illustration  of  special 


23 


treatment  may  be  mentioned  the  radium  treatment  of  malignant 
disease,  and  no  patient  suffering  from  a form  of  this  disease 
which  is  suitable  for  such  special  treatment  need  be  without  it. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages  which  has  resulted  from 
the  taking  over  of  the  institutions  by  the  County  Council  is  the 
pooling  of  accommodation ; this  has,  on  several  occasions, 
overcome  a difficulty  which  has  arisen  in  respect  of  accommoda- 
tion for  maternity  cases. 

During  the  year  provision  has  been  made  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  for  increased  accommodation 
and  alterations  in  connection  with  certain  of  the  Institutions  in 
the  County.  The  demands  for  accommodation  for  infirm,  senile, 
and  chronic  cases  in  certain  districts  have  become  increasingly 
urgent.  As  the  population  of  the  county  and  the  expectation 
of  life  increase,  additional  accommodation  for  this  type  of  case 
becomes  necessary ; in  addition,  the  fact  that  many  of  these 
cases  remain  in  the  county  institutions  for  prolonged  periods 
makes  heavy  demands  on  existing  accommodation. 

District  Medical  Work. — The  accommodation  now  available 
in  hospitals  and  institutions  has  rendered  less  onerous  the 
medical  duties  of  the  district  medical  officer.  His  duties  are 
chiefly  concerned  with  attending  sick  destitute  persons,  in 
detecting  cases  with  evidence  of  early  disease,  and  in  securing 
the  form  of  treatment — hospital,  institutional,  or  otherwise — 
best  suited  for  the  case.  Home  visits  are  also  made  to  old  people, 
and  to  special  cases  for  purposes  of  report.  The  linking-up 
of  the  work  of  the  district  medical  officer  with  the  general 
scheme  in  the  County  is  of  importance. 

Nursing  Services. — The  nursing  of  patients  in  receipt 
of  outdoor  relief  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  of  the  District 
Nursing  Associations,  for  which  a grant  is  paid  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  through  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
Many  of  these  cases  are  old  people  who  require  some  nursing 
attention.  The  work  is  carried  out  as  part  of  the  ordinary 
routine  of  the  nurses'  duties. 

Outdoor  Relief. — Assistance  in  the  way  of  food  is  of  great 
value  in  the  prevention  of  malnutrition  and  disease,  and  in 
supplementing  treatment  which  has  been  carried  out  under 
schemes  of  the  County  Council.  In  the  case  of  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  who  have  returned  home  after  a course  of 
sanatorium  treatment,  assistance  to  obtain  additional  nourish- 
ment has  in  a number  of  cases  proved  of  real  value  in  maintaining 
the  health  and  resistance  of  the  patient.  It  is  in  the  direction 
of  such  assistance  that  much  can  be  done  to  supplement  and 
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increase  the  value  of  public  health  measures  for  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  disease. 


EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

The  death-rate  from  epidemic  disease  based  on  the  1929 
population  shows  a decrease  from  0.22  to  0.19,  so  that  the  actual 
rate  for  the  year  would  be  lower  than  this.  The  total  number 
of  deaths  from  epidemic  disease  for  1930  was  74,  compared 
with  88  for  1929,  fewer  deaths  being  recorded  for  both  the  urban 
and  rural  districts. 

Table  14. 

DEATH-RATES  FROM  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 


(For  each  District  see  Fly-leaf  at  end  of  Report.) 


Hertfordshire. 

Table  10. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1928 

•16 

44 

•18 

22 

•17 

66 

1929 

•23 

62 

•22 

26 

•22 

88 

1930 

•20 

55 

•16 

19 

•19 

74 

Smallpox, — There  were  four  cases  of  smallpox  notified 
during  the  year,  compared  with  five  last  year,  one  each  in  the 
following  urban  districts:  Barnet,  East  Barnet  Valley,  Kernel 
Hempstead,  and  Watford.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

Chiekenpox. — This  disease  is  of  some  importance,  as  it  may 
present  features  which  may  suggest  smallpox.  For  this  reason 
notification  has  been  adopted  in  several  districts  as  a temporary 
measure  when  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  reported. 

Measles  and  Whooping-cough.— The  number  of  deaths 
from  measles  during  the  year  was  27,  compared  with  4 last 
year,  20  in  urban  districts  and  7 in  rural  districts.  Of  the  total 
number,  14  were  under  the  age  of  two,  the  largest  number,  10, 
being  between  the  age  of  one  and  two  years.  There  was  no  death 
over  the  age  of  fifteen.  There  were  four  deaths  from  whooping- 
cough,  all  under  the  age  of  two  years,  compared  with  37  last 
year.  The  comparison  between  the  two  years  is  rather  striking  : 
In  1929  a considerable  number  of  deaths  from  whooping-cough 
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and  only  one  or  two  from  measles,  whereas  during  1930  there 
was  an  increased  number  of  deaths  from  measles  and  only  one 
or  two  from  whooping-cough. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  809  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  and  three  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  com- 
pared with  1,239  notifications  and  eleven  deaths  last  year. 
There  were  two  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  urban  districts 
and  one  in  the  rural  districts.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above 
figures  that  this  disease  was  less  prevalent  during  the  year,  and 
that  it  has  been  of  a very  mild  type. 

Influenza. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  29, 
compared  with  274  during  1929.  Of  this  number,  27  occurred  in 
urban  districts,  and  only  two  in  rural  districts.  In  the  urban 
districts  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  amongst  males 
in  the  45-65  age  group,  and  the  next  largest  amongst  females 
in  the  65-75  age  group.  As  regards  districts,  Watford  Borough 
(8)  and  Hemel  Hempstead  had  the  largest  number  of  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — -There  were  460  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year,  compared  with  510  in  1929,  342  in  the  urban 
districts  and  118  in  the  rural  districts.  The  highest  number  of 
notifications  was  received  from  Watford  (175),  East  Barnet 
Valley  (37),  and  Barnet  (21).  There  were  23  deaths  from  this 
disease,  compared  with  20  last  year,  17  in  urban  districts  and  6 
in  rural  districts.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
Watford  (11).  The  above  figures  indicate  that  while  diphtheria 
has  been  less  prevalent  during  the  year,  it  has  apparently 
been  more  severe  in  type  as  the  case  mortality  is  higher. 

Enteric  Fever  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. — The  total  number 
of  cases  of  enteric  fever  including  typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
fever  notified  during  the  year  was  36,  the  same  as  last  year  ; 
of  this  number,  19  were  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  17  were  cases 
of  paratyphoid  fever.  Of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  nine  were 
notified  from  urban  districts  and  ten  from  rural  districts. 
The  largest  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  notified  from  urban 
districts  was  three  (Watford),  and  two  (Hemel  Hempstead),  and 
from  rural  districts,  four  (Watford)  and  three  (St.  Albans). 

There  were  only  two  deaths  from  enteric  fever  during  the 
year,  both  males  ; the  number  of  notifications  of,  and  deaths 
from,  this  disease  was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  25  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  19  last  year,  24  in  urban 
districts  and  one  in  rural  districts.  Fifty-two  cases  of  puerperal 
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pyrexia  were  notified,  compared  with  46  last  year,  40  in  urban 
districts  and  12  in  rural  districts.  The  largest  number  of 
cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  in  urban  districts  was  four 
(Barnet  and  East  Barnet  Valley).  The  largest  number  of 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  in  urban  districts  was  6 
(Watford)  and  5 (Hertford).  The  difference  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  in  urban  districts  as  compared 
with  rural  districts,  namely,  24  to  1,  is  rather  striking  ; last  year 
the  same  difference  was  observed,  the  figures  being  19  to  3.  These 
figures,  however,  do  not  represent  the  true  incidence  of  puerperal 
sepsis  in  rural  districts  as  there  were  five  deaths  from  this 
cause  during  the  year  in  rural  districts,  the  total  number  of 
deaths  for  the  year  being  thirteen. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  94  cases  of  erysipelas  notified 
during  the  year,  71  in  urban  districts  and  23  in  rural  districts, 
compared  with  119  for  the  previous  year,  but  no  return  has  been 
received  regarding  the  actual  number  of  deaths  in  the  County 
from  this  cause.  The  largest  number  notified  in  the  urban 
districts  was  18  (Watford),  11  (Cheshunt),  and  9 (Barnet), 
and  in  the  rural  districts  8 (Watford)  and  3 (Hitchin  and  St. 
Albans). 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica. — 

There  were  seven  notifications  of  meningococcal  meningitis, 
compared  with  two  last  year,  five  in  the  urban  and  two  in  the  rural 
districts.  There  were  five  deaths  from  this  disease  compared 
with  two  last  year,  one  in  Barnet,  two  in  Cheshunt,  one  in 
Watford,  and  one  in  the  rural  district  of  St.  Albans.  There 
were  eight  notifications  of  encephalitis  lethargica,  six  in  urban 
districts  and  two  in  rural  districts.  There  were  ten  deaths 
from  this  disease,  eight  in  urban  districts  and  two  in  rural 
districts.  As  regards  sex  incidence,  six  were  females  and  four 
were  males. 

Polioencephalitis  and  Poliomyelitis. — There  were  three  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  five  last 
year,  all  in  urban  districts.  No  case  of  polioencephalitis  was 
notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-pneumonia. — There  were  193 
cases  of  pneumonia  notified  during  the  year,  including  three  cases 
of  influenzal  pneumonia,  compared  with  344  last  year,  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  being  139,  compared  with 
243  last  year.  There  were  90  deaths  in  urban  districts  and 
49  in  rural  districts.  In  the  urban  districts  the  largest  number 
of  deaths  occurred  in  Watford  (15),  Barnet  (13),  and  St.  Albans 
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(io).  In  the  rural  districts  the  largest  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  (12).  Of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  81  were  males  and  58  were  females,  and  the 
highest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  45-65  age  group. 
The  above  figures  show  that  associated  with  the  decreased 
number  of  deaths  from  influenza  there  has  been  a marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia 

Bronchitis. — The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  has 

* * 

also  been  less  during  the  year,  being  136  compared  with 
221  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  in  urban  districts  was 
82  and  in  rural  districts  54,  compared  with  161  and  60  last 
year.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  62  were 
males  and  74  were  females.  There  were  nine  deaths  from 
bronchitis  under  the  age  of  12  months,  compared  with  seven 
last  year.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  occurred 
above  the  age  of  75,  namely,  78  or  57.3  per  cent.  It  is  observed 
that  in  the  case  of  the  deaths  over  7 5,  in  urban  districts  females 
greatly  exceed  the  males  in  number,  whereas  in  the  rural  districts 
the  deaths  are  equally  distributed. 

Heart  Disease. — There  is  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  heart  disease,  which  is  881,  compared 
with  944  for  1929.  Of  the  total  number  633  were  in  urban 
and  248  in  rural  districts,  and  416  were  males  and  465  were 
females.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  cardiac 
disease  626  or  71  per  cent,  were  above  the  age  of  65,  and  351 
or  39 °8  per  cent,  were  over  the  age  of  75.  Under  the  age  of 
45  there  were  43  deaths  from  heart  disease,  34  in  urban  districts 
and  9 in  rural  districts,  and  of  these  22  were  males  and  21 
females.  The  only  striking  feature  as  regards  the  age  group 
is  the  higher  figure  for  females  over  the  age  of  75  in  urban 
districts,  namely,  153,  compared  with  87  males. 

Other  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  acute  and 
chronic  Bright’s  disease  was  138,  compared  with  123  last  year. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  cerebral  haemorrhage  was  260,  com- 
pared with  250,  an  increase  of  ten.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver  was  12,  as  compared  with  25  last  year. 
The  deaths  from  appendicitis  were  31,  as  compared  with  30 
last  year. 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases. — During  the  year  three  cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified,  compared  with  six  last  year.  The  number 
of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the  year 
was  eight,  compared  with  five  last  year,  all  in  urban  districts. 
Two  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Table  15.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  Ol 


Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes 

1.  Enteric  Fever... 

2.  Smallpox 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5.  Whooping-cough 

6.  Diphtheria 

7.  Influenza 

8.  EncephalitisLethargica 

9.  Meningococcal  Menin- 

gitis 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respira- 

tory System 

11.  Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

14.  Diabetes 

55.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 
etc. 

16.  Heart  Disease 

17.  Arterio-sclerosis 

18.  Bronchitis 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms; 

20.  Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

I )uodenum 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

23.  Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic 

Neph  ritis 

26.  Puerperal  .Sepsis 

27.  Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Pre- 
mature Birth 

29.  Suicide... 

30.  Other  Deaths  from 

Violence 

31.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or 

unknown 


Totals 


Sex. 


All  Ages. 

0 — 

1 — 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

M. 

1 354 

105 

14 

19 

36 

54 

i39 

3 80 

F . 

1 4 1 7 

77 

12 

19 

22 

50 

126 

326 

J\l. 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

F. 

• • • 

M. 

F. 

. • . 

... 

• . . 

• • • 

M. 

12 

1 

3 

5 

3 

• • • 

... 

F. 

8 

2 

4 

> . . 

. . . 

... 

M. 

... 

. . . 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

... 

M. 

2 

2 

... 

• 0 • 

F. 

I 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

. • * 

M. 

12 

1 

4 

5 

« • • 

2 

F. 

s 

1 

3 

1 

. « • 

. . . 

• • • 

M. 

13 

1 

• . • 

1 

8 

F. 

14 

e »•« 

1 

• . • 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

4 

M. 

3 

... 

. . • 

I 

1 

F. 

5 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

M. 

2 

2 

. . , 

• . * 

F. 

2 

... 

1 

. . . 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

M. 

89 

. . . 

1 

12 

33 

37 

F. 

66 

2 

21 

27 

12 

M. 

13 

I 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

F. 

14 

. . . 

1 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

M. 

192 

. . , 

1 

3 

12 

69 

F. 

210 

... 

I 

16 

85 

M. 

6 

. , . 

2 

3 

• • • 

1 

F. 

7 

... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

M. 

18 

... 

1 

1 

3 

F. 

21 

, . . 

1 

. .. , 

. . • 

6 

M. 

75 

• • • 

1 

25 

F. 

1 1 2 

, ... 

. . . 

2 

29 

M. 

286 

»•» 

1 

5 

12 

81 

F. 

347 

. . . 

2 

5 

9 

7 6 

M. 

56 

. • . 

* * ' 1 

9 

F. 

62 

. . . 

. . » 

... 

5 

M. 

32 

2 

. . . 

... 

6 

F. 

5° 

2 

1 

. . . 

... 

4 

M. 

5 6 

IO 

1 

5 

1 

1 1 

18 

F. 

34 

5 

I 

1 

. . • 

2 

7 

6 

M. 

14 

1 

'j 

3 

7 

F. 

i7 

I 

. . • 

1 

5 

M. 

18 

, . . 

. . . 

I 

8 

F. 

5 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

4 

M. 

13 

1 1 

1 

• . . 

• * • 

... 

F. 

14 

7 

. . . 

1 

. , • 

. •• 

2 

M. 

1 1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

F. 

10 

1 

1 

3 

1 

M. 

6 

1 

2 

F. 

3 

.... 

... 

1 

M . 

40 

. . . 

1 

3 

16 

F. 

5° 

• - • 

2 

2 

1 1 

12 

M. 

. • 

1 

F. 

8 

4 

4 

1 

M. 

. . 

F. 

7 

... 

... 

... 

2 

4 

1 

M. 

64 

61 

1 

2 

. » . 

F. 

50 

48 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

M. 

22 

4 

7 

10 

F. 

13 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

1 

5 

7 

M. 

76 

2 

1 

5 

4 

15 

22 

F. 

44 

1 

2 

3 

I 

2 

6 

10 

M. 

220 

13 

4 

3 

7 

10 

22 

54 

F. 

233 

xo 
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1 
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4 
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5i 

M. 
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1 
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26 
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LIFE  IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  HERTFORD,  1930. 


Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts. 

i 

65- 

75- 

AllAges. 

0 — 

1 

1 — 

2 — 

5- 

15- 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75- 

331 

276 

586 

40 

6 

6 

14 

23 
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167 

31 1 
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26 

4 
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20 
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. . . 
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* . . 
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* . . 
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I 

70 
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*3 

32 

49 
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. . . 
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1 18 
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. . . 
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. . . 
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. . . 
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3 
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1 
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. . . 
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2 

2 
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1 
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. . . 
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3 

1 

1 

I 

'y 

0 
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1 
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1 1 

9 
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3 

7 

7 
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1 1 
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22 
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3 
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4 

9 
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1 
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1 
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3 

1 
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. . . 

— 

1 

1 

a « • 
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5 

9 

44 

3 
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6 

9 

6 

1 1 
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2 

6 

*3 

19 

• . . 

. . * 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

7 

54 

53 

87 

5 

1 

1 

4 

5 

10 

21 

12 

28 

44 

93 
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6 

2 
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3 

4 

8 

26 

19 
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. . . 
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10 

1 1 

23 

43 
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290 

245 

358 
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Table  16.— CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Causes  of  Death. 

Baldock. 

- 

Barnet. 

Berkhamp- 

stead. 

Bishop’s 

Stortford. 

Bushey. 

Cheshunt. 

Chorley- 

wood. 

E.  Barnet 

Valley. 

Harpen- 

den. 

llemel 

Hempstead 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 F’ 

M. 

F. 

i 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

Smallpox 

3 

Measles  ... 

I 

1 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Scarlet-fever 

I 

5 

6 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria 

I 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

... 

... 

... 

1 

I 

1 

7 

Influenza 

. . . 

1 

. - . 

• • « 

. * . 

. , 

. . . 

1 

, * . 

• • . 

I 

2 

3 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. i . 

1 

. . • 

. . . 

• . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

I 

2 

IO 

Tuberculosis  of  Kespirat’y  Sys’m 

2 

I 

2 

4 

1 

6 

2 

2 

6 

5 

3 

1 

I 

4 

4 

3 

1 

10 

4 

1 1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

2 

13 

1 1 

2 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

1 1 

7 

3 

I 

10 

18 

8 

3 

13 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

2 

r 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . 

H 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ' ... 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

1 

. . . 

, , , 

4 

I 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. * « 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

*5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

1 

'j 

2 

7 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

0 

12 

1 

3 

2 

2 

16 

Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

3 

16 

25 

4 

5 

12 

i7 

6 

■ 1 

20 

22 

4 

6 

13 

14 

6 

2 

23 

33 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

4 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

- 

7 

7 

3 

4 

6 

4 

1 

7 

18 

Bronchitis 

2 

0 

J 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

7 

5 

2 

1 

1 

. 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

. . . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

. . . 

2 

2 

• . . 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

23 

24 

25 

A ppendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

5 

4 

4 

4 

'j 

0 

2 

. . * 

3 

1 

3 

8 

1 

. . . 

1 

4 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, Premature  Birth 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

... 

3 

... 

... 

1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

... 

2 

29 

Suicide  ... 

... 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

I 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

2 

1 

... 

5 

4 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

6 

7 

5 

• . . 

1 

1 

7 

I 

31 

32 

Other  defined  Diseases 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

2 

1 1 

J9 

8 

8 

10 

13 

1 1 

7 

15 

16 

... 

'J 

13 

14 

1 

5 

13 

7 

All  causes... 

14 

17 

66 

*05 

35 

40 

64 

5S 

46 

45 

93 

77 

8 

15 

72 

9i 

35 

26 

00 

84 

Total 

3i 

171 

1 

75 

1 22 

91 

170 

2 

2 

163 

61 

I69 

31 


BETWEEN  SEXES  IN  URBAN  DISTRICTS,  1930. 
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Table  17. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  BETWEEN  SEXES 


Causes  of  Death. 

Ash  well. 

Barnet. 

I 

A 

c3  r° 

22  g 

2*  -7 

on 

<D 

Buntmgford. 

Had  ham. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

2 

Smallpox 

• . • 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

3 

Measles  ... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

. • • 

. . , 

5 

Whooping-cough 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

..7 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

7 

Influenza 

, . , 

. . . 

• . i 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

• • . 

. . . 

10 

1 uberculosis  of  Respiraiory  System  ... 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 

Other  tuberculous  Diseases... 

1 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

... 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

4 

2 

3 

8 

1 

4 

5 

4 

5 

L3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

» . • 

... 

... 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

14 

Diabetes  .. 

1 

2 

... 

1 

. . » 

. . . 

2 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Heart  Disease  ... 

7 

1 

8 

5 

10 

8 

12 

6 

1 1 

8 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

. . . 

2 

1 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

18 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

. . . 

1 

4 

1 

2 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

J 

2 

1 

4 

1 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

... 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

. . . 

* • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . 

• • • 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

, , . 

. . . 

. . . 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis... 

2 

1 

1 

'J 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

. . . 

2 

... 

1 j 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Preg- 

1 

1 

1 

nancy  and  Parturition 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

1 

I 

Premature  Birth 

29 

Suicide  ... 

. . * 

• • * 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

. . . 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 ! 

• 

3i 

Other  defined  Diseases 

2 

3 

6 

3 

5 

2 

2 

6 

4 

; 

6 

1 

32 

Cases  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

I 

All  causes  ... 

24 

22 

28 

33 

27 

24 

32 

25 

3° 

31 

Total 

46 

61 

5i 

57 

61 

33 


IN  RURAL  DISTRICTS,  1930. 
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Hemel 

Hempstead. 

1 1 

Hertford. 
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. . . 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

The  functions  relating  to  vaccination  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  County  Council,  and  are  now  discharged  by  the  County 
Council  as  functions  relating  to  Public  Health.  In  last  year’s 
report  an  account  was  given  as  to  the  steps  which  were  taken 
to  facilitate  the  carrying-over  of  the  functions  to  the  County 
Council. 

As  regards  vaccination  districts,  it  is  not  recommended 
that  there  should  be  any  rearrangement  of  such  districts  at  the 
present  time.  In  the  past  the  vaccination  district  has  coincided 
with  one  or  more  registration  districts  or  sub-districts  and  the 
advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  are  obvious.  When  the 
time  comes,  however,  to  review  the  question  of  districts  it  would 
be  well  to  consider  the  possibility  of  a closer  relationship  between 
vaccination  districts  and  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  areas.  In 
this  connection  it  is  desirable  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  a 
closer  relationship  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Public  Vaccinator  so  as  to  secure  intimate  co-operation  in  the 
event  of  a threatened  outbreak  of  smallpox. 

The  duties  of  Vaccination  Officers  are  laid  down  in  the 
Vaccination  Order,  1930,  and  the  instructions  to  these  officers 
are  given  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  of  the  Order.  Every  Vaccination 
Officer  may  be  appointed  on  such  terms  and  conditions  of  service 
as  the  County  Council  may  think  proper.  The  officers  are  paid 
according  to  a scale  of  fees,  but  in  one  district  the  remuneration 
consists  of  an  annual  salary.  A uniform  scale  of  fees  has  been 
adopted  by  the  County  Council  for  all  appointments  of  public 
vaccinators  as  from  1st  April,  1930. 

As  regards  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out,  the 
following  figures  refer  to  the  twelve  months  ending  30th 
September,  1930  : — 

Primary  Vaccinations  . 1,478 

Re-Vaccinations  . . 498 

Total  . . . 1,976 


Of  the  primary  vaccinations,  1,256  were  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  222  were  one  year  and  upwards.  The  largest  number 
of  primary  vaccinations  during  the  period  stated  was  carried 
out  in  the  following  districts  : Watford  (108),  Bishop’s 

Stortford  and  Cheshunt  (81),  Harpenden  (74),  St.  Albans 
No.  2 District  (65),  and  Tring  (54).  The  largest  number  of 
re-vaccinations  was  carried  out  in  Hemel  Hempstead  (150), 
owing  to  a case  of  smallpox  in  the  West  Herts  Hospital. 

The  importance  of  vaccination  in  relation  to  the  prevention 
of  smallpox  is  shown  by  the  vaccinal  condition  of  cases  of 
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smallpox  in  England  and  Wales  during  1927.  Of  13,886  cases 
of  smallpox,  3,448  were  successfully  vaccinated,  41  were  success- 
fully re- vaccinated,  10,381  were  un vaccinated,  and  116  were 
doubtful.  Out  of  this  number  only  2 definite  cases  of  smallpox 
occurred  in  un  vaccinated  children  under  the  age  of  10. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

During  the  year  a special  survey  of  the  isolation  hospitals 
in  the  County  has  been  completed  and  a report  on  the  require- 
ments of  the  County  as  regards  isolation  hospital  accom- 
modation and  the  extent  to  which  such  accommodation  is  avail- 
able has  been  prepared.  There  are  twelve  isolation  hospitals 
in  the  County,  of  which  the  following  is  a short  description  : — 

The  Hertford  Isolation  Hospital— Administered  by  the 
Hertford  and  Ware  Joint  Hospital  Board  ; occupies  a site  of 
six  acres  in  extent,  and  provides  approved  accommodation 
for  52  patients.  The  buildings  consist  of  an  administrative 
block,  diphtheria  block,  scarlet  fever  block,  observation  block, 
enteric  block,  and  convalescent  block.  In  addition  there  are 
discharge  block,  laundry,  mortuary,  garage  with  ambulance, 
disinfector,  porter's  lodge,  etc.  Main  water  supply,  drainage, 
electric  light  and  gas  are  available. 

Buntingford  Isolation  Hospital — Provided  by  the  Bunting- 
ford  Rural  District  Council  ; occupies  a site  of  two  acres 
in  extent,  and  provides  approved  accommodation  for  eight 
patients.  The  buildings  consist  of  two  blocks,  one  for  scarlet 
fever  and  one  for  diphtheria,  a caretaker’s  house,  a small  hand 
laundry,  a small  mortuary,  and  an  annexe  for  disinfection  by 
formalin. 

Bishop’s  Stortford  Isolation  Hospital — Administered 
by  a Joint  Committee,  constituted  by  the  Hadham  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Sawbridgeworth  Urban  District  Council  and  the 
Stansted  Rural  District  Council  (Essex)  ; occupies  a site  of  over 
four  acres  in  extent  and  provides  approved  accommodation  for 
15  patients.  The  building  consists  of  administrative  and  scarlet 
fever  block,  accommodation  for  diphtheria  cases,  a ward  for  con- 
valescent scarlet  fever  cases,  disinfecting  block,  laundry  block, 
and  cottage.  A motor  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  hospital. 
Main  drainage,  water  and  gas  are  available. 

Cheshunt  Isolation  Hospital — Provided  by  the  Cheshunt 
Urban  District  Council  ; occupies  a site  of  over  three  acres, 
and  provides  approved  accommodation  for  22  patients.  The 
buildings  consist  of  an  administrative  block,  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  blocks,  laundry,  mortuary,  and  disinfecting  block. 
Main  drainage,  water  and  gas  are  provided. 
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Hemel  Hempstead  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. — Administered 
by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  constituted  by  the  Councils  of  the 
Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  ; occupies  a site  of  four  acres,  and  pro- 
vides approved  accommodation  for  22  patients.  The  buildings 
consist  of  administrative  block,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and 
observation  blocks,  laundry,  disinfecting  block,  garage,  with 
ambulance,  mortuary,  and  porter’s  lodge.  Main  drainage,  water 
and  gas  are  provided. 

Aldbury  Hospital. — Administered  by  a Joint  Committee, 
constituted  by  the  Berkhampstead  Urban  and  Berkhampstead 
Rural  District  Councils  ; occupies  a site  of  over  2d  acres,  and 
provides  approved  accommodation  for  18  patients,  leaving  out 
the  temporary  convalescent  accommodation.  The  buildings 
include  a lodge,  a small  administrative  block,  a scarlet  fever 
block,  a combined  diphtheria  and  typhoid  block,  a temporary 
convalescent  block,  a small  discharge  block,  hand  laundry,  and 
mortuary.  Main  drainage  and  electricity  provided  ; drainage 
to  a cess-pool. 

Tring  Isolation  Hospital. — Administered  by  a Committee 
of  the  Tring  Urban  District  Council  ; occupies  a site  of  over 
2\  acres,  and  provides  approved  accommodation  for  eight 
patients.  Buildings  consist  of  administrative  block,  scarlet 
fever  block,  diphtheria  block,  discharge  block,  hand  laundry, 
disinfecting  block  and  mortuary.  Main  water  supply  and 
electric  light  available  ; drainage  to  septic  tank. 

Watford  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. — Administered  by  the 
Watford  Joint  Hospital  Board,  constituted  by  the  Councils 
of  the  Borough  of  Watford,  the  Rural  District  of  Watford,  the 
Urban  District  of  Rickmansworth,  the  Urban  District  of  Bushey, 
and  the  Urban  District  of  Chorleywood  ; occupies  a site  of 
about  six  acres  in  extent  and  provides  approved  accommodation 
for  66  patients.  The  buildings  consist  of  administrative  block, 
three  scarlet  fever  blocks,  one  diphtheria  block,  and  one  enteric 
fever  block.  In  addition  there  are  engine-house,  laundry, 
porter’s  lodge,  disinfecting  block,  lecture  room,  and  separate 
discharge  unit  for  scarlet  fever  cases  ; a motor  ambulance  is 
kept  at  the  hospital.  Main  drainage,  water  and  electricity 
are  provided. 

The  Sisters  Hospital,  St.  Albans. — Administered  by  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  St.  Albans 
and  the  Councils  of  the  Rural  District  of  St.  Albans  and  the 
Urban  District  of  Harpenden  ; occupies  a site  of  over  two  acres, 
and  provides  approved  accommodation  for  22  beds.  The 
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buildings  consist  of  an  administrative  block,  diphtheria  block, 
scarlet  fever  block,  premises  with  steam  disinfector,  hand 
laundry,  small  discharge  block,  and  mortuary ; a motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  the  hospital.  Main  drainage,  water  and 
electric  light  are  provided. 

The  Barnet  Isolation  Hospital. — Administered  by  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Councils  of  the  Districts  of  Barnet  Urban,  Barnet 
Rural,  and  East  Barnet  Valley  ; occupies  a site  of  6^  acres,  and 
provides  approved  accommodation  for  32  patients.  The 
buildings  consist  of  an  administrative  block  and  a nurses’ 
home,  a scarlet  fever  block,  diphtheria  block,  small  typhoid 
block,  laundry,  mortuary,  disinfecting  block,  and  porter’s 
lodge.  Main  drainage,  water,  electric  light  and  gas  are  provided. 

Letchworth  Urban  and  Hitchin  Rural  Isolation  Hospital. — 

Administered  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  constituted  by  the 
Councils  of  Letchworth  Urban  District  and  Hitchin  Rural 
Districts  ; occupies  a site  of  just  over  six  acres  in  extent,  and 
provides  approved  accommodation  for  30  patients.  The  buildings 
consist  of  administrative  block  and  nurses’  home,  scarlet 
fever  block,  diphtheria  block,  and  convalescent  block,  also 
laundry,  mortuary,  garage  for  ambulance,  and  disinfector. 
Main  drainage,  water  and  electric  light  are  available. 

The  Royston  Isolation  Hospital. — Administered  by  a Joint 
Hospital  Board,  constituted  by  the  Councils  of  Royston 
Urban  District  and  Ashwell  and  Melbourne  (Cambs.)  Rural 
Districts  ; occupies  a site  of  four  acres  in  extent,  and  provides 
approved  accommodation  for  eight  patients.  The  buildings 
consist  of  one  block  for  patients,  administrative  block,  and  a 
block  containing  hand  laundry,  steam  disinfector,  mortuary, 
and  horse  ambulance.  Main  water  is  available  and  sewage 
is  treated  by  septic  tanks  and  broad  irrigation. 

General  Conclusions. — The  total  number  of  beds  provided 
in  the  twelve  hospitals  on  the  basis  of  144  square  feet  per  bed 
is  303  beds.  The  estimated  population  of  the  County  for  1929 
was  384,100,  and  if  the  recognized  ratio  of  one  bed  per  1,000 
population  is  adopted,  the  figures  given  above  indicate  that 
there  is  a shortage  in  necessary  accommodation  to  the  extent  of 
80  beds.  There  are  still  several  districts  in  the  county  both 
urban  and  rural,  but  chiefly  the  former,  which  have  made  no 
permanent  hospital  provision  for  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
The  best  method  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  these  districts 
and  of  the  County  as  a whole  is  at  present  under  consideration. 
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Smallpox  Hospitals.— As  regards  accommodation  for  small- 
pox, there  are  at  present  five  hospitals  in  the  County  with 
accommodation  for  46  patients.  Last  year  there  were  six 
smallpox  hospitals,  but  one  has  been  closed.  The  districts  served 
by  these  hospitals  are  as  follows  : — 

Bishop’s  Stortford  : 6 beds — serves  Bishop’s  Stortford 

Urban,  Hadham  Rural,  and  Sawbridgeworth  Urban.  Cheshunt : 
12  beds — serves  Cheshunt  and  the  three  Barnet  districts. 
Hitchin  : eight  beds — serves  Hitchin  Urban,  Hitchin  Rural, 
Hatfield  Rural,  Letchworth  Urban,  Baldock  Urban,  and 
Stevenage  Urban.  St.  Albans  : 12  beds — serves  St.  Albans 
City,  St.  Albans  Rural,  and  Harpenden  Urban.  Watford : 
eight  beds — serves  Watford  Borough,  Watford  Rural,  Rickmans- 
worth  Urban,  Bushey  Urban,  and  Chorleywood  Urban. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  are  now  made  with  the  laboratory  at  the 
Hill  End  Mental  Hospital  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
sputum  and  other  specimens.  These  arrangements  have  up 
to  the  present  worked  well.  During  the  year  1,510  specimens 
of  sputum  were  examined.  In  most  urban  and  rural  districts 
arrangements  are  made  with  laboratories  in  London  for  bacterio- 
logical examinations  more  especially  for  the  examination  of 
throat  swabs  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

The  value  of  bacteriological  examinations  in  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  disease  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 
In  such  diseases  as  diphtheria,  tuberculosis  and  puerperal 
sepsis  early  bacteriological  examinations  of  swabs,  sputum 
and  blood  are  absolutely  essential  for  an  early  and  accurate 
diagnosis  and  for  a true  appreciation  of  the  correct  lines  of 
treatment  and  the  prospects  of  recovery.  In  contacts  and 
carriers,  also,  frequent  bacteriological  examination  is  necessary. 
Recent  investigations  into  the  source  of  infection  in  puerperal 
fever  has  indicated  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  throat  and  nasal  passages  of  those  in 
attendance  on  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  aims  at  destroying  the  organisms  which  give 
rise  to  disease,  and  this  can  best  be  secured  by  means  of  steam. 
Steam  disinfection  is  carried  out  either  by  means  of  a portable 
disinfector  or  by  utilizing  the  large  disinfectors  at  the  Isolation 
Hospitals.  In  many  districts  the  necessity  for  a suitable 
disinfecting  apparatus  is  urgently  felt,  especially  to  secure  the 
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disinfecting  of  bedclothes  in  the  case  of  infectious  diseases. 
With  regard  to  house  disinfection,  cleanliness,  fresh  air  and 
sunlight  are  valuable  natural  means  of  securing  the  destruction 
of  micro-organisms. 

Steps  are  taken  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  local 
authorities  in  connection  with  the  disinfection  of  premises 
occupied  by  open  cases  of  tuberculosis.  After  the  admission  of 
such  cases  to  hospital  or  sanatorium,  or  immediately  it  is  known 
that  death  of  the  patient  has  occurred  in  his  home,  a com- 
munication is  sent  to  the  district  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
requesting  that  disinfection  should  be  carried  out. 

In  some  of  the  isolation  hospitals  the  facilities  for  disinfec- 
tion are  at  present  inadequate.  The  provision  of  efficient  means 
for  the  disinfection  of  the  clothing  of  infected  persons  is  an 
essential  step  to  take  in  preventive  action  against  infectious 
diseases.  The  disinfection  of  schools  is  also  considered  an 
essential  step,  provided  it  is  followed  by  thorough  cleaning.  In 
such  institutions  the  disinfection  of  class-rooms,  offices,  etc., 
is  best  carried  out  by  spraying  with  an  antiseptic  solution. 

More  frequent  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  schools,  and 
especially  of  infected  homes,  might  be  carried  out  with  advantage. 


NURSING  HOMES . 

The  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  provides  for  the 
registration  and  inspection  of  nursing  homes  and  it  is  an  offence 
under  the  Act  for  any  person  to  carry  on  a nursing  home  without 
being  duly  registered.  Application  for  registration  has  to  be  made 
to  the  local  supervising  authority  and  has  to  be  accompanied 
by  a fee  of  five  shillings.  The  authority  may  refuse  to  register 
an  applicant  if  they  are  satisfied  [a)  that  he  or  any  person  employed 
by  him  is  not  a fit  person  to  carry  on  or  be  employed  at  a nursing 
home  ; ( b ) that  the  premises  are  not  fit  to  be  used  for  a nursing 
home  owing  to  situation,  construction,  accommodation,  staffing 
or  equipment,  or  that  the  premises  are  used  in  a way  unsuitable 
or  undesirable  in  the  case  of  a nursing  home  ; and  (c)  that  the 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act  as  to  the  qualifications  of  those 
in  charge  of  nursing  homes  and  maternity  homes  are  not  being 
complied  with. 

A nursing  home  is  defined  under  the  Act  as  any  premises  used 
or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  reception  of  and  the  providing  of 
nursing  for  persons  suffering  from  any  sickness,  injury  or  infirmity, 
and  includes  a maternity  home  ; it  does  not  include  (a)  any  hospital 
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or  premises  maintained  or  controlled  by  a Government  depart- 
ment or  local  authority  or  any  other  body  of  persons  constituted 
by  Special  Act  of  Parliament  or  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  ; 
( b ) any  institution  for  lunatics  within  the  meaning  of  the  Lunacy 
Act,  1890  ; and  (c)  any  certified  institution,  certified  house  or 
approved  home  within  the  meaning  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act,  1913. 

The  County  Council  has  made  bye-laws  under  the  Act 
with  respect  to  nursing  homes  in  the  County. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  32  nursing  homes  in  the  County 
registered  under  the  Act.  The  majority  are  mixed  homes, 
which  admit  both  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  maternity 
cases.  The  standard  varies  somewhat,  but  generally  it  is 
satisfactory,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  coming  into 
operation  of  this  Act,  with  the  inspection  which  it  requires,  has 
been  beneficial. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  under  “ The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act,  1918  ”,  and  “ The  Notification  of  Births  Acts, 
1907  and  1915  ”,  has  continued  during  the  year  on  practically 
the  same  lines  as  last  year.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the 
infant  mortality,  which  was  41-9  compared  with  47  last  year. 
This  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  which  has  so  far  been  reached, 
the  previous  lowest  being  42*2  in  1923,  and  it  indicates  that 
the  scheme  of  child  welfare  in  the  County  is  yielding  satisfactory 
results  as  regards  the  saving  of  infant  life.  Unfortunately, 
the  maternal  mortality  does  not  show  any  corresponding 
reduction  ; the  number  of  maternal  deaths  being  27,  compared 
with  24,  and  the  mortality  rate  4*5,  compared  with  4*2  for 
last  year. 

Further  reference  to  the  subject  of  maternal  deaths  will  be 
found  in  the  section  dealing  with  maternal  mortality. 

The  scheme  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  the 
County  includes  both  official  and  voluntary  effort,  and  is 
summarized  as  follows  : — (1)  Thirteen  County  Council  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  at  which  consultations  are  held, 
infants  are  weighed,  and  instruction  and  advice  are  given  to 
nursing  and  expectant  mothers  ; in  addition,  also,  a considerable 
amount  of  voluntary  work  is  undertaken  in  various  directions 
by  ladies  who  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Centres  ; (2) 
'eight  special  ante-natal  clinics  at  Barnet,  Berkhampstead, 
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Table  18. 


Giving  Particulars  of  County  Council  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


District. 

Description. 

Where  held. 

Days  and  Times. 

1 

Name  of  Doctor 
who  attends. 

Barnet. 

Centre. 

The  Church  House. 

Monday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

55  Wood  Street. 

Monday,  10.30  a.m. 
Fortnightly. 

Do. 

Berkhampstead. 

Centre. 

Annandale  House. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday, 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Sparrow. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

2nd  and  4th  Thurs- 
days, 10.30  a.m. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Bishop’s 

Centre  and 

Congregational 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Stortford. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Hall. 

2 p.m. 

East  Barnet. 

Centre. 

12  St.  Wilfred’s 
Road. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays, 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  W.  Harvey. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

Monday,  10.30  a.m. 
Fortnightly. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Hatfield. 

Centre  and 
Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 

Northcotts. 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays, 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Hemel 

Hempstead. 

Centre  and 
Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 

Mario  wes. 

Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Hertford. 

Centre. 

St.  Nicholas  Hall. 

Wednesday,  2.30 
p.m.  Weekly. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

Wednesday,  10.30 
a.m.  Weekly. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Hitchin. 

• 

Centre. 

The  Maples. 

Monday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

Monday,  10.30  a.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Letch  worth. 

Centre. 

The  Howard  Hall. 

Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

1st  and  3rd  Thurs- 
days, 10.30  a.m. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

St.  Albans. 

Centre  and 
Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 

Wellington  Court. 

Wednesday,  2 p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Stevenage. 

Centre  and 
Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 

High  Street. 

Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Dr.  H.  Swatman. 

Tring. 

Centre. 

Akeman  Street. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 

2 p.m. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Sparrow. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

1st  and  3rd  Thurs- 
days, 10.30  a.m. 

Dr.  Ornstein. 

Waltham  Cross. 

Centre. 

Greenfield  House. 

Friday,  2.30  p.m. 
Weekly. 

Do. 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic. 

Do. 

Friday,  10.30  a.m. 
Fortnightly. 

Do. 
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East  Barnet,  Hertford,  Hitchin,  Letchworth,  Tring  and  Waltham 
Cross ; ante-natal  clinics  are  also  held  at  the  remaining 
five  Centres  : (3)  Twenty-eight  Voluntary  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Centres ; (4)  Nine  Weighing  Centres ; (5)  Provision 

of  maternity  beds  in  four  districts  in  the  County,  namely, 
Hertford,  Hitchin,  Hemel  Hempstead,  and  Watford ; 
(6)  Convalescent  Home  at  St.  Leonards  ; (7)  attendance  at 

orthopaedic  and  massage  clinics  and  dental  clinics  ; (8)  the 

provision  of  hospital  treatment  in  exceptional  cases  of  infantile 
diarrhoea  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum  ; (9)  health  visiting  ; 

(10)  the  granting  of  milk  free  or  at  half  cost  to  necessitous 
mothers  and  young  children  on  a medical  certificate  ; and  (11) 
arrangements  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  cases  of  notifiable 
puerperal  fever  in  approved  institutions.  Additional 
arrangements  have  also  been  made  under  the  Public  Health 
(Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia) 
Regulations  for  consultation  with  an  obstetric  specialist,  for 
skilled  nursing  and  for  necessar}^  bacteriological  examinations 
in  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  fever. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — The  duties  under  Part  I of  “ The 
Children  Act,  1908  ”,  formerly  discharged  by  Poor  Law 
Authorities  are  now  discharged  by  the  Councils  of  Counties  and 
County  Boroughs  as  duties  under  “ The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act,  1918  ”,  except  that  where  the  Council  of  a District 
have  established  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  the 
said  duties  shall  in  that  district  be  discharged  by  the  Council 
of  the  district. 

The  main  object  of  Part  I of  the  Act  is  to  secure  that  any 
child  under  seven  years  of  age  maintained  “ for  reward  ” shall  be 
notified  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  observation  and 
supervision. 

The  chief  duties  which  this  Act  imposes  may  be  summarized 
as  follows  : — 

(1)  Written  notification  to  Local  Authority  within  48  hours 
of  particulars  regarding  one  or  more  infants  under  seven  years 
received  and  maintained  “ for  reward  ” by  any  person  when  such 
infant  is  received  for  more  than  48  hours. 

(2)  Written  notice  of  any  change  of  address  or  of  death  or 
removal,  with  necessary  particulars,  must  be  given  to  Local 
Authority  within  48  hours. 

(3)  The  chief  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Act 
include  the  ascertainment  of  any  persons  receiving  children, 
regarding  whom  notice  should  be  given  and  the  appointment 
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of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  to  visit  such  children  and  the 
premises  in  which  they  are  kept,  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
children  are  properly  nursed  and  maintained,  and  to  give  any 
advice  or  directions  which  may  be  regarded  as  necessary. 

As  regards  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Infant  Protection 
Visitors,  the  following  information  has  been  given  me  by  Miss 
Harrington  for  1930  : — 

Number  of  children  under  supervision  . 305 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  . . . 891 

Number  of  forms  giving  home  conditions  . 217 

The  reports  sent  in  by  the  nurses  contained  information 
regarding  the  size  of  the  house,  its  condition  and  the  suitability 
of  the  mother  to  care  for  and  supervise  young  children. 
Where  conditions  are  not  satisfactory,  steps  are  taken  to  remedy 
them  or  to  transfer  the  child  or  children  to  a more  suitable  home. 
If  conditions  are  satisfactory,  a certificate  is  issued  approving 
the  reception  of  a specified  number  of  children. 

With  regard  to  the  written  notification  to  be  given  by  the 
person  who  undertakes  the  nursing  and  maintenance  of  the 
infants  in  question,  Section  1 of  “ The  Children  Act,  1908  ”, 
provides  that  a person  who  undertakes  for  reward  the  nursing 
and  maintenance  of  one  or  more  infants  under  the  age  of  7 years 
apart  from  their  parents,  or  having  no  parents,  must,  when 
any  such  infant  is  received  for  more  than  48  hours,  give  to  the 
Local  Authority,  within  48  hours  from  its  reception,  written 
notice  stating  the  name,  sex  and  date  and  place  of  birth  of  the 
infant,  the  name  of  the  person  receiving  the  infant,  and  the 
dwelling  within  which  the  infant  is  being  kept,  and  the  name 
and  address  of  the  person  from  whom  the  infant  was  received. 

Voluntary  Centres. — There  are  now  twenty-eight  voluntary 
centres  and  seven  weighing  centres  in  the  County.  The  general 
tendency  is  for  the  weighing  centre  to  develop  into  a voluntary 
welfare  centre  ; grants  are  paid  by  the  County  Council  to  some 
of  the  voluntary  centres,  but  no  grants  are  payable  to  weighing 
centres.  Much  excellent  work  is  done  through  the  voluntary 
centres  which  are  usually  established  in  small  urban  districts, 
and  are  linked  up  with  the  County  scheme.  The  weighing 
centre  serves  a very  useful  purpose  as  it  centralizes  much  of  the 
health- visiting  work  of  health  visitors  in  rural  districts,  and  thus 
saves  time  and  effort. 

Maternity  Beds. — Accommodation  for  maternity  cases  is 
provided  at  the  Guardians’  Institution,  Watford  (10  beds), 
West  Herts  Hospital  (8  beds),  the  Maples,  Hitchin  (6  beds). 
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Table  19. 

Giving  Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Voluntary  Maternity  and 

Child  Welfare  Centres  during  1930. 


Centre 

No.  of  times  Centre  open. 

No.  of  Mothers  attending. 

No.  of  Children  attending. 

Total  Children’s 
Attendances. 

Average  Attendance  of 
Children. 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children. 

No.  of  Children  who  had 

Orthopaedic  treatment. 

1 No.  of  Infant 

Consultations. 

N 0.  of  M oth  ers’ 

Consultations. 

No.  of  Expectant  Mothers 

attending. 

No.  of  Ante-Natal 

Consultations. 

N 0.  of  Talks  given  at 

Centre. 

No.  of  Doctors’ 

Attendances. 

I 

Aldbury 

15 

27 

31 

191 

12-7 

• • 

1 

37 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Apsley  End 

21 

90 

106 

737 

35*1 

. , 

, , 

250 

18 

18 

Baldoclc 

49 

75 

107 

1364 

27-8 

1 

2 

630 

12 

5 

10 

, # 

47 

Boreham  Wood 

25 

104 

115 

685 

27*4 

, a 

# # 

153 

129 

t # 

11 

Colney  Heath  (opened 

7 

50 

74 

214 

30-6 

• • 

• , 

38 

20 

7 

5 

1 

3 

16.9.30) 

Chipperfield 

25 

82 

127 

1327 

53-1 

• • 

5 

261 

43 

24 

29 

17 

23 

Chorleywood 

21 

53 

68 

469 

22-3 

. . 

• • 

476 

• . 

. . 

• • 

21 

21 

Harpenden  . 

32 

202 

230 

1902 

59-4 

• • 

11 

487 

2 

101 

162 

, . 

32 

Hoddesdon  . 

52 

154 

179 

1882 

36-2 

, , 

24 

610 

46 

80 

13 

23 

Kimpton 

26 

42 

50 

394 

15-2 

• . 

1 

16 

7 

9 

5 

. , 

13  : 

King’s  Langley 

12 

55 

77 

377 

31  -4 

• . 

• • 

317 

, . 

6 

34 

, , 

12 

Knebwortli  . 

44 

64 

98 

833 

18*9 

, , 

, , 

151 

115 

3 

3 

# a 

8 

Langleybury 

19 

24 

35 

231 

12-2 

• . 

• • 

78 

. , 

• . 

. . 

4 

8 

; London  Colney 

18 

42 

64 

632 

35 . 1 

• • 

1 

37 

, , 

1 

1 

. . 

21 

North  Mymms 

6 

50 

52 

153 

25-5 

# # 

3 

7 

2 

4 

4 

j Potten  End . 

11 

25 

39 

234 

21  *3 

1 

, , 

37 

30 

3 

5 

(Little  Gaddesdon 

11 

16 

23 

105 

9*5 

. , 

. , 

30 

11 

1 

5 i 

Radlett 

48 

52 

59 

716 

14-9 

. , 

1 

158 

• • 

36 

11 

Redbourn 

21 

57 

85 

578 

27*5 

, # 

# , 

50 

• • 

3 

6 

Rickmansworth 

22 

95 

87 

574 

26-1 

1 

88 

2 

5 

8 

2 

9 

Royston 

24 

38 

61 

417 

17*4 

. * 

. . 

236 

. , 

• • 

. . 

a . 

12 

Ware  . 

44 

149 

226 

1349 

30-7 

, , 

1 

230 

, . 

69 

120 

, . 

37 

fWelwvn 

44 

100 

128 

1036 

23*5 

. . 

2 

397 

59 

47 

116 

. . 

36 

\ Codicote 

44 

45 

54 

275 

6*3 

, , 

, . 

115 

45 

10 

12 

. , 

12 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

51 

200 

230 

2426 

47-6 

2 

6 

1144 

8 

48 

12 

a . 

51 

(Peartree) 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

51 

212 

213 

1815 

35*6 

• • 

11 

1028 

6 

35 

12 

• • 

51 

(Lawrence  Hall) 

Weston 

11 

36 

53 

400 

36*4 

# . 

• • 

38 

• » 

4 

Wigginton  . 

I" 

17 

33 

249 

22-6 

• • 

• • 

29 

1 

2 

2 

• • 

11 

Totals 

| 

765 

I 

2156 

2704 

21565 

28-2 

5 

69 

7128 

493 

419 

612 

125 

499 

45 


and  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford  (4  beds).  In  addition 
there  are  a number  of  beds  provided  in  the  various  County 
institutions.  There  is  an  excellent  maternity  unit  at  the 
Wellhouse  Hospital,  Barnet. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  hospital  accommodation 
for  normal  cases.  While  there  is  no  question  about  the  necessity 
of  hospital  beds  for  complicated  maternity  cases  and  for  cases 
from  insanitary  homes  there  exists  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  best  interests  of  the  normal  case  are  served  by  going  into 
a ward  in  a maternity  hospital  or  home.  Recent  investigation 
tends  to  support  the  view  that  the  fewer  people  with  whom 
the  normal  case  comes  in  contact  the  better,  and  that  it  is 
not  desirable  to  bring  a normal  case  in  contact  with  an  abnormal 
case  in  an  open  ward. 


Table  20. 

Giving  Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Voluntary  Weighing 


Centres  during  1930. 


1 

Centres. 

No  of  Times 
Centre  Open. 

No.  of  Mothers 
Attending. 

1 

No.  of  Children 
Attending. 

Total  Children’s 
Attendances. 

Average  Attendance  ! 
of  Children. 

No.  of  Deaths  of 
Children. 

No.  of  Children  who 
had  Orthopaedic 
Treatment. 

No.  of  Talks  given 
at  Centre. 

Braughing  .... 

11 

18 

32 

192 

17-5 

6 

Bushey  ..... 

43 

110 

130 

1,965 

45-7 

# # 

4 

9 

Croxley  Green  .... 

12 

53 

65 

152 

12-7 

1 

12 

Great  and  Little  Amwell  . 

12 

17 

22 

68 

5-7 

1 

High  Cross  .... 

12 

42 

100 

438 

36-5 

9 

# # 

Kings  Walden  .... 

41 

30 

34 

484 

11*8 

• • 

# , 

Standon  ..... 

9 

22 

45 

335 

37-2 

• 4 

8 

Totals  . . 

140 

292 

428 

3634 

26 

3 

4 

36 

As  regards  the  Maternity  Home,  Watford,  arrangements 
have  been  completed  by  which  the  County  Council  takes 
over  the  Nursing  Home,  and  the  Maternity  Home  which  will 
provide  accommodation  for  22  maternity  cases,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  completed  early  in  the  autumn.  Further  maternity 
accommodation  is  also  likely  to  be  available  in  the  future 
in  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford.  The  question  of  providing 
additional  maternity  beds  in  St.  Albans  and  Bishop’s  Stortford 
is  at  present  under  consideration. 
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Massage  and  Orthopaedic  Centres. — During  the  year  1930 
the  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended  and 
received  treatment  at  the  massage  and  orthopaedic  centres 
in  the  County  was  1,843. 


Dental  Treatment. — The  treatment  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  case  of  mothers  and  in  children  under  5 years  of 
age  is  shown  as  follows  : — 

Mothers  and  children  Inspected  by  the  Dentists 
Found  to  require  treatment 
Actually  treated.  ..... 

Attendances  made  for  treatment 
Fillings  (New  Barnet)  .... 

Extractions  (Barnet,  New  Barnet,  St.  Albans,  Welwyn) 
Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extractions 

In  the  following  reports  Dr.  Swatman  and  Dr.  Ormstein 
give  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  County  Council 
Centres  during  the  year. 


202 

202 

198 

34i 

10 

548 

172 


Dr.  Swatman’s  Report. 

The  numbers  attending  these  Centres  and  their  number 
of  attendances  when  considered  together,  differ  very  little  from 
those  in  1929,  and  the  total  average  attendance  in  1930  is 
identical  with  that  for  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  illness  during  the  year,  and  there  were 
19  deaths  among  the  children,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  9*5 
per  1,000.  Most  of  these  were  due  to  bronchitis  or  pneumonia. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  was 
nearly  twice  as  large  in  1930  (1,010)  as  in  1929  (536),  and  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  during  the  year.  Amongst  these  (278)  there  was  one 
death  (from  ante-partum  haemorrhage  at  her  sixteenth  confine- 
ment), 200  normal  confinements  and  22  abnormal  confinements 
or  miscarriages.  The  actual  figures  are  given  over-leaf. 

Dr.  Ornstein’s  Report. 

During  the  year,  the  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  held  weekly  sessions  at  Barnet,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead, Hertford  and  Waltham  Cross.  Ante-natal  Clinics  at 
Barnet,  East  and  New  Barnet,  Tring,  Berkhampstead  and 
Waltham  Cross  were  held  fortnightly.  One  voluntary  centre — 
Ware — was  visited  fortnightly,  for  both  ante-natal  and  child 
welfare  purposes. 
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Table  22. 


Defects  & Ailments  other  than  Bronchitis,  Diarrhcea  and 

THOSE  DIRECTLY  DUE  TO  WRONG  FEEDING  OF  THE  CHILDREN  WHO 
ATTENDED  THESE  CENTRES  IN  I93O,  COMPARED  WITH  THOSE  OF  I929. 


0 

M 

M 

O 

H 

Centre. 

Berkhamp- 

stead. 

Bishop’s 

Stortford. 

Hatfield. 

Hitchin.  j 

Letchworth. 

St.  Albans. 

Stevenage. 

Tring. 

To 

1930 

tals. 

1929 

Anaemia  . . 

1 

3 

1 

7 

3 

7 

2 

1 

25 

38 

Adenoids  . . 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 

19 

12 

Asthma 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

Abscess  (glandular) 

O 

Au 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Blindness  . . 

1 

1 

Burn  or  Scald 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

Blepharitis 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

10 

5 

Bowed  legs 

7 

4 

4 

6 

8 

1 

30 

8 

Cleft  palate 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Conjunctivitis 

i 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

8 

Cyanosis  . . 

1 

2 

1 

. . 

4 

2 

Cyst 

1 

# # 

1 

2 

4 

Colitis 

1 

1 

Croup 

3 

1 

4 

. . 

Dermatitis  & Urticaria  . 

3 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

15 

10 

Dental  Caries 

Dislocation  of  ankle  (con- 

14 

6 

18 

30 

33 

7 

i 

109 

99 

genital)  . . 

1 

1 

• • 

Exostosis  . . 

1 

1 

Enuresis  . . 

1 

3 

4 

0 

Eczema  and  Impetigo  . . 

5 

3 

4 

17 

4 

14 

2 

4 

53 

27 

Furuncles 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Flat-foot . . 

1 

4 

2 

4 

1 

12 

4 

Fits  and  Convulsions 

1 

2 

1 

4 

8 

2 

Fracture  of  elbow 

1 

1 

1 

Fracture  of  hip  . . 

1 

1 

• « 

Glands  (enlarged) 

2 

5 

4 

3 

6 

4 

2 

26 

19 

Hernia— inguinal 

1 

2 

3 

5 

11 

7 

Hernia — umbilical 

3 

4 

11 

6 

9 

4 

37 

26 

Haematoma 

1 

1 

1 

Hydrocephalus  . . ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Incontinence  (nocturnal) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Infantile  paralysis 

1 

1 

4 

Intoe 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

5 

Injured  arm 

1 

1 

• • 

Injured  toe 

1 

1 

• • 

Intussusception  . . 

1 

1 

• . 

Jaundice  . . 

Knee-cap,  congenital  ab- 

1 

1 

2 

• • 

sence  of 

1 

1 

1 

Kyphosis  . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

Knock-knee 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10 

17 

26 

Malformation  of  hand  . . 

1 

1 

• a 

Malformation  of  fingers.  . 

2 

2 

1 

Malformation  of  ear 

1 

1 

• • 

Malformation  of  toes 

1 

1 

2 

Marasmus 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Mastitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Mental  deficiency 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Naevus 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 

8 

Carried  forward 

13 

49 

43 

92 

92 

127 

37 

15 

468 

362 
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HO 

£ 

0 

Defect. 

Berkhamp- 

stead. 

Bishop’s 

Stortford. 

| Hatfield. 

Hitchin. 

Letchworth. 

j St.  Albans. 

Stevenage. 

to 

G 

• 

H 

Tot 

1930 

3.1s. 

1929 

Brought  forward 

13 

49 

43 

92 

92 

127 

37 

15 

468 

362 

Nerves 

# # 

1 

1 

3 

# # 

• . 

5 

11 

Otorrhoea  . . 

1 

2 

5 

4 

5 

2 

1 

20 

19 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

• * 

. . . 

2 

6 

Pyorrhoea 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

Pylorie  Stenosis  . . 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

Phimosis  . . 

7 

4 

4 

13 

9 

31 

5 

73 

43 

Photophobia 

. . 

..  . 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

Prolapsus  ani 

i 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 

• o 

Pemphigus 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

2 

• • 

Paralysis  of  face 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

2 

Periostitis . . 

. • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1 

• • 

Rickets 

i 

11 

4 

6 

12 

20 

5 

i 

60 

59 

Spina  bifida 

1 

1 

• • 

Stomatitis 

i 

2 

9 

4 

3 

2 

21 

8 

Snuffles 

2 

2 

1 

1 

• • 

6 

1 

Spastic  ankle 

• • 

2 

• • 

1 

• • 

3 

• • 

Strabismus 

2 

2 

6 

3 

4 

6 

23 

6 

Torticollis  . . 

, • 

1 

1 

2 

Tonsils  (enlarged) 

3 

6 

4 

3 

3 

. 3 

3 

9 

34 

27 

Tinea  circinata  . . 

1 

, , 

1 

. , 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Talipes 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 

5 

1 

• 

9 

6 

Tuberculosis 

i 

• • 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Thumb,  constricted  mus- 
cles of  . . 

1 

• • 

1 

Undescended  testicles  . . 

, , 

1 

• • 

0 

2 

1 

2 

8 

ii 

Tongue-tie 

3 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 

• • 

2 

8 

8 

Vermes 

3 

i 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

1 

21 

13 

Total 

33 

76 

68 

149 

143 

211 

68 

33 

781 

597 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the 
clinics  showed  a marked  increase.  In  one  case,  Berkhampstead, 
over  five  times  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attended, 
as  compared  with  last  year,  and  ten  times  as  many  consultations 
were  held.  For  the  portion  of  the  County  under  review,  the 
total  number  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  was  nearly 
twice  as  large  as  in  the  previous  year.  On  the  whole,  the 
mothers  attended  with  prompt  regularity.  A table  has  been 
included  to  show  the  percentage  of  normal  confinements  which 
occurred  amongst  those  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the 
clinics  for  the  same  area.  The  figure  was  87  per  cent.,  while 
individual  clinics  reached  as  high  a figure  as  94  per  cent.  No 
maternal  deaths  occurred  amongst  the  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  the  clinics. 
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No.  not 
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55 

No.  of 
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22 
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referred 
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The  actual  figures  were  : — 

Number  of  sessions,  204. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books,  518. 

Number  of  consultations  of  these  with  the  medical  officer, 
1,130. 

Average  number  of  attendances,  6. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  received  dental 
treatment,  60. 

Number  of  maternal  deaths,  0. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  books  of  the  centres  showed 
an  increase  of  231  over  last  year’s  figure,  although  the  actual 
number  of  attendances  fell  somewhat.  There  was  a slight 
diminution  in  the  number  of  defects  found  amongst  the 
children,  and  again  a smaller  number  having  rickets — a valuable 
indication  of  the  improved  general  health  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  population. 

There  were  four  deaths  amongst  the  children  who  attended 
the  Centres,  due  to  pneumonia,  measles,  marasmus  and  drowning. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  feeding  of  infants  up  to  6 
months  were  as  follows  : — - 

{a)  Entirely  breast-fed,  65  per  cent. 

(b)  Partly  breast-fed,  24  per  cent. 

(c)  Entirely  bottle-fed,  11  per  cent. 

The  actual  figures  for  the  Centres  were 

Number  of  times  the  Centres  were  open,  243. 

Number  of  children  on  the  books,  1,382. 

Number  of  attendances  of  the  children,  10,917. 

Average  attendance  of  children,  41. 

Number  of  deaths,  4. 

Number  of  children  who  received  dental  treatment,  58. 

Number  of  defects  tabulated,  230. 

At  each  Centre  short  monthly  lectures  were  given  to  the 
mothers  attending  these.  On  each  occasion  the  choice  of 
subject  was  intimately  connected  with  the  care  of  infants  and 
children  and  the  guarding  of  the  mothers’  health. 

Marked  keenness  was  shown  by  the  health  visitors  and 
midwives,  and  the  latter  were  uniformly  anxious  for  their 
patients  to  attend  at  the  clinics.  The  voluntary  workers 
continued  their  valuable  work  at  the  centres,  and  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  them  for  the  large  amount  of  time  they  so 
generously  give, 
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Table  26. 

Defects  and  Ailments  other  than  Bronchitis,  Diarrhcea 

AND  THOSE  DIRECTLY  DUE  TO  WRONG  FEEDING  OF  THE 

Children  who  attended  the  Centres  in  1930. 
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Anaemia 

— 



4 



- 

4 

6 

Adenoids 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Asthma  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Abscess  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Burn  or  Scald 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blepharitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Bowed  legs 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

7 

— 

Cleft  palate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

4 

Cephalhaemotoma 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Crushed  finger 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Dermatitis  & Urticaria 

7 

— 

3 

4 

5 

19 

9 

Debility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dental  caries  . 

4 

1 

1 

9 

6 

21 

52 

Dysentery  . . • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Enuresis .... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Eczema  & Impetigo. 

7 

3 

O 

8 

7 

27 

26 

Furuncles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Glands  (enlarged) 

O 

— 

1 

3 

3 

9 

8 

Hernia — umbilical  . 

5 

2 

— 

2 

6 

15 

10 

Hernia — inguinal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Haemophilia  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—— 

— 

1 

Incontinence  (nocturnal)  . 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

6 

1 

Infantile  paralysis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

3 

Intoe  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Knock-knee 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Mental  deficiency 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Naevus  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nerves  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Otorrhoea 

1 

— 

4 

7 

4 

16 

10 

Phimosis 

15 

7 

4 

4 

7 

37 

16 

Prolapsus  ani  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Paralysis  of  face 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

„ „ hand  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Rickets  .... 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

16 

Rigidity  of  spine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  sores 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Stomatitis  . ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Strabismus 

1 

— 

— 

2 

. 

3 

4 

Scabies  .... 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Supernumery  fingers 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tonsils  (enlarged) 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

23 

9 

Tinia  circ. 

* — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Talipes  .... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Torticollis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Undescended  testicle 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Vermes  .... 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

7 
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HEALTH  VISITORS,  NURSES,  AND  MIDWIVES. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  health  visitors  and  midwives 
during  the  year  has  been  continued  on  lines  similar  to  that  of 
previous  years,  and  has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory 
standard  of  efficiency.  In  all  113  health  visitors,  including 
four  whole-time  County  Council  nurses  and  one  subsidized 
midwife,  have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  care  for  the  welfare 
of  infants  and  young  children.  There  were  194  midwives 
practising  in  the  county  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  which  35 
are  in  private  practice. 

The  lectures  to  the  midwives  have  been  continued  during 
the  year  and  have  been  much  appreciated.  The  provision  of 
such  lectures  which  are  of  a practical  character  is  of  value 
in  raising  and  maintaining  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  the 
work  of  the  midwives  in  the  County.  This  is  of  importance 
in  relation  to  the  prevention  of,  and  the  securing  immediate 
treatment  for,  maternal  complications.  Generally  speaking, 
the  standard  of  work  of  the  midwives  is  good. 

In  the  following  report  Miss  Harrington,  the  County 
Health  Visitor,  Inspector  of  Midwives,  and  County  Super- 
intendent of  Nurses,  gives  full  particulars  of  the  work  of  the 
health  visitors,  nurses,  and  midwives  during  the  year.  Amongst 
the  babies  visited  by  the  health  visitors  the  infant  mortality  was 
i8*8,  and  of  the  2,992  maternity  cases  attended  by  the  midwives 
4 died,  giving  a maternal  mortality  of  i*o  per  1,000.  Of  the 
infants  visited  by  the  health  visitors  6o’3  per  cent,  were  breast- 
fed and  76*3  per  cent,  were  up  to  standard  average  weight. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  MID- 
WIVES AND  COUNTY  HEALTH  VISITOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1930. 

During  the  year  1930  the  Health  Visiting  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  113  Health  Visitors,  including  four  whole- 
time County  Council  nurses  and  one  subsidized  midwife. 

Of  the  4,786  babies  born  alive  during  1929  (excluding 
Watford  Urban  District)  4,084  have  been  visited  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  a percentage  of  85*3  per  cent. 

Of  the  babies  visited,  77  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
one  year,  showing  a mortality  of  18 -8  per  1,000  ; 545  babies 
left  the  County  before  completing  their  first  year.  In  all  cases 
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where  the  address  could  be  obtained,  it  was  forwarded  to  the 
local  Health  Authority. 

From  the  Health  Visitors’  returns  it  is  shown  that  2,464 
or  60 -3  per  cent,  of  the  infants  were  breast-fed,  1,202  or  29*4 
per  cent,  were  partly  breast-fed,  and  351  or  8-5  per  cent,  were 
bottle-fed  ; 1,073  or  26-2  per  cent,  used  dummies,  1,248  or 

30*5  per  cent,  were  vaccinated,  3,118  or  76-3  per  cent,  were 
up  to  the  average  weight. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  in  Table  15. 

Statement  of  Work  as  Inspector  of  Midwives  and 
County  Health  Visitor  for  the  Year  1930. 

Inspection  of  midwives  and  special  visits  . . . 1,442 

Visits  to  Health  visitors,  nurses  and  doctors  . . 867 

Attendance  at  committee  meetings  ....  108 

Attendances  at  County  Council  and  voluntary  Infant 

Welfare  Centres  and  schools  ....  203 

Letters,  circulars,  etc.,  under  Midwifery  Act  and 

Notification  of  Births  Act  ....  12,266 

Statistics  of  Midwives  Practising  in  the  County. 

There  were  194  midwives  practising  in  the  County  on  the 
1st  January,  1931,  193  trained  and  one  untrained.  In  addition 
there  were  44  temporary  midwives  and  46  who  have  left  or 
retired,  making  a total  of  284  practising  in  1930. 

Of  those  in  practice  on  the  1st  January,  1931,  35  are  in 
private  practice  and  119  work  for  Nursing  Associations,  6 are 
employed  by  the  County  Council  and  34  in  institutions. 

In  1930  the  total  number  of  cases  was  5,912,  excluding 
stillbirths.  The  midwives  attended  4,556  cases.  Of  these, 
1,564  were  with  a doctor  engaged  and  included  77  or  4-9  per 
cent,  stillbirths  ; 2,992  were  attended  by  the  midwives  alone 
and  included  48  or  i-6  per  cent,  stillbirths. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  the  tenth  day  was 
36  in  midwives’  cases  born  alive,  being  a mortality  of  12-2 
per  1,000.  Of  the  36  infants  who  died  before  the  tenth  day, 
22  were  premature.  In  addition  to  these  cases,  the  midwives 
attended  138  abortions  with  a doctor. 

1,367  expectant  mothers  have  attended  ante-natal  clinics. 
The  number  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  by  the  midwives  was  17,733. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

In  the  2,992  cases  attended  by  the  midwives,  there  were 
3 maternal  deaths,  or  i-o  per  1,000. 
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Table  27. 

Midwives  and  their  Work  for  the  Year  1930. 
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I 

24 

12 

I 

25 
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IO 

5 

2 

... 

... 

1 

I 

2 

2.  Barnet  
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l6 

50 

33 

12 

56-8 

l6 

3 

2 

2 
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I 

••• 

I 

3.  Berkhamsted 

7.747 
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3 

91 

25 

12 

95'2 
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25 

2 

I 

5 

... 

4 

I 

5 

4.  Bp’s.  Stortford 
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5 

83 

38 

8 
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I I 

4 

3 

I 

4 

I 

5 

5.  Bushey  

10,260 
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4 

47 

26 

... 
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l6 

... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

... 

2 

6.  Cheshunt 

14.540 
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8 

83 

81 

7 

3X'5 
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19 

5 

I 

4 

... 

I 

6 

... 

7 

7.  Chorley wood... 

3U92 

49 

6 

14 

2 

4o’8 
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... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

I 

8.  E.  Barnet  Valley 

16,060 
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7 

S4 

33 

x4 
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3 

I 

I 

2 
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3 

9.  Harpenden  ... 
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95 

3 
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3 
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2 

12 
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I 
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4 
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4 

10.  H.  Hempstead 

15,070 
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7 
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70 

6 
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18 
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4 

3 

I 

3 

... 

4 

8 

11.  Hertford 

11,770 
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4 

109 

50 

6 

35 '7 

1 

21 
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4 

6 

4 

... 

4 

8 

12.  Hitchin  

U,7io 
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9 
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9 
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35 
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2 

2 
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3 

I 

8 
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31 

7 

63'6 

1 

x5 

2 

5 

1 

I 

3 

... 

4 

14.  I.etchworth  ... 

13,200 

192 

7 

9° 

76 

4 

20*1 

1 

12 

I 

4 

... 

3 

... 

3 

15.  Rickmansworth 

9,686 

H7 

8 

90 

36 

6 

387 

2 

x3 

3 

2 

3 

... 

3 

16.  Royston  .. 

3,828 

38 

I 

17 

9 

... 

... 

5 

4 

I 

I 

... 

I 

17.  St.  Albans 

27,610 

380 

13 

257 

87 

21 

53'4 

6 

3X 

6 

6 

3 

I 

3 

4 

... 

2 

9 

18.  Sawbridgeworth 

2,579 

39 

3 

24 

l6 

3 

71  '4 

12 

I 

... 

2 

2 

19.  Stevenage 

5,657 

75 

5 

39 

32 

4 

50 

... 

8 

I 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

2 

20.  Tring  

4,220 

72 

3 

19 

39 

... 

... 

... 

3 

I 

2 

... 

I 

... 

I 

21.  Ware  

6,229 

105 

5 

93 

II 

IO 

9° ‘9 

6 

8 

6 

3 

... 

... 

3 

I 

4 

22.  Watford 

54.670 

824 

40 

476 

207 

40 

46*2 

8 

132 

I I 

8 

3 

... 

2 

5 

... 

4 

I I 

23.  Welwyn  G’n  C. 

8,074 

US 

6 

54 

5o 

7 

43'4 

2 

9 

5 

4 

I 

... 

4 

4 

Total  for  U.D.  ... 

268,700 

3,990 

164 

2,129 

1,118 

182 

4* 

CO 

CO 

29 

442 

78 

65 

36 

I 

l6 

59 

5 

18 

98 

Rural. 

1.  Ashwell 

3,529 

5o 

Q 

O 

3i 

20 

2 

377 

I 

I I 

3 

I 

1 

3 

. . . 

... 

3 

2.  Barnet  

5,497 

9i 

5 

32 

33 

6 

627 

I 

6 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

4 

3.  Berkhampstead 

5,088 

77 

8 

56 

19 

3 

35‘2 

... 

5 

... 

... 

I 

4 

4 

4.  Buntingford  ... 

4.785 

6l 

3 

25 

13 

5 

78'! 

I 

l6 

3 

I 

2 

2 

5.  Hadham 

5.4U 

72 

3 

29 

l6 

4 

53 '3 

6 

... 

I 

I 

3 

4 

6.  Hatfield 

10,310 

186 

5 

47 

60 

9 

47  1 

... 

4 

2 

I 

5 

5 

7.  H.  Hempstead 

7,965 

xx5 

2 

65 

46 

3 

25-6 

I 

x9 

I 

2 

3 

I 

6 

7 

8.  Hertford 

7,523 

I 10 

2 

80 

3° 

5 

42'3 

x4 

3 

I 

I 

5 

5 

9.  Hitchin 

14,320 

224 

9 

163 

41 

7 

3°'o 

I 

38 

4 

I 

1 

I 

8 

... 

9 

10.  St.  Albans 

18,290 

261 

14 

114 

69 

7 

25’4 

... 

18 

4 

4 

I 

... 

I 

6 

7 

11.  Ware  

11,710 

i55 

5 

88 

44 

5 

31  *2 

. . . 

23 

8 

... 

. . . 

9 

9 

12.  Watford 

U,470 

216 

TO 

IOI 

44 

8 

35'3 

12 

4 

... 

... 

6 

6 

13.  Welwyn 

3,496 

65 

2 

32 

II 

2 

307 

2 

II 

3 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

Total  for  R.D.  ... 

xx5,400 

CO 

VO 

71 

863 

446 

66 

37"5 

7 

1S3 

37 

12 

12 

2 

5 

6l 

66 

Total  for  U.D.  ... 

268,700 

3,990 

164 

2,129 

1,118 

182 

43*8 

29 

442 

78 

65 

36 

J 

l6 

59 

5 

18 

98 

Total  for  County 

384,100 

5,677 

2,992 

1,564 

248 

41  ‘9 

36 

625 

xx5 

77 

48 

3 

21 

120 

5 

18 

164 
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Table  28. 

Births  Notified  under  “ The  Notification  of  Birth  Act,  1907.” 


From  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1929. 


Births. 

Cases 

attended. 

Stillborn. 

<D 

Infants  visited  by 
Health  Visitors. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

infants  under  i year  for  the 

County,excIuding  Watford. 

<A 

t- 

o 

5 

> 

Districts. 

Notified. 

Returned  by 
Registrar. 

By  Doctor. 

By  Midwife. 

Doctors’ 

Cases. 

! 

Midwives’ 

Cases. 

P 

Cl 

£ 

<v 

Ph 

Visited. 

Died  under 

i year. 

Death-rate 

per  i,ooo 
visited. 

■*-> 

n 

V 

X 

w- 

O 

6 

£ 

1. 

Urban. 

Baldock 

48 

20 

28 

3 

45 

i 

2. 

Barnet 

275 

36 

257 

54 

9 

2 

23 

134 

l 

7*4 

217 

i 

3. 

Berkhamsted 

127 

9 

21 

105 

2 

2 

12 

115 

6 

52-1 

28-7 

4 

4. 

Bishop’s  Stortford  ... 

124 

3 

70 

57 

4 

2 

7 

87 

— 

— 

56'0 

3 

5. 

Bushey 

157 

7 

95 

69 

4 

8 

9 

100 

2 

20-0 

50-6 

1 

6. 

Cheshunt 

208 

8 

129 

87 

2 

2 

11 

190 

3 

15-7 

82-9 

4 

7. 

Chorleywood 

33 

6 

33 

6 

— 

— 

3 

32 

1 

3U2 

116’2 

1 

8. 

E.  Barnet  Valley  ... 

220 

34 

176 

78 

4 

3 

24 

188 

4 

21  ‘2 

48-9 

3 

9. 

Harpenden  ... 

89 

4 

33 

60 

2 

— 

3 

74 

1 

13‘5 

53-3 

3 

10. 

Hemel  Hempstead... 

212 

17 

88 

141 

4 

— - 

18 

186 

4 

21*5 

5U5 

3 

11. 

Hertford 

140 

22 

37 

125 

5 

3 

7 

141 

3 

2U2 

53'8 

4 

12. 

Hitchin 

212 

— 

104 

108 

1 

5 

20 

175 

2 

1 1 '4 

45-0 

2 

13. 

Hoddesdon... 

96 

3 

50 

49 

o 

— 

7 

90 

3 

33' 3 

73-1 

3 

14. 

Letch  worth 

197 

1 

119 

79 

1 

1 

12 

164 

2 

121 

62-5 

1 

15. 

Rickmansworth 

120 

20 

47 

93 

3 

3 

5 

116 

2 

17-2 

20-8 

3 

16. 

Rovston 

50 

3 

26 

27 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

40-0 

1 

17. 

St.  Albans  ... 

377 

14 

181 

210 

18 

5 

22 

306 

5 

16‘3 

34-8 

2 

18. 

Sawbridgeworth 

29 

— 

13 

16 

1 

1 

2 

25 

1 

40'0 

68-9 

2 

19. 

Stevenage  ... 

99 

10 

53 

56 

2 

— 

5 

90 

1 

11-1 

38*0 

2 

20. 

Tring 

61 

1 

39 

23 

2 

— 

6 

57 

— 

— 

17-8 

1 

21. 

Ware 

116 

4 

58 

72 

4 

2 

9 

103 

2 

19-4 

30-9 

3 

22. 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

196 

15 

146 

65 

4 

1 

9 

203 

7 

34-4 

35-8 

2 

Total  for  Urban  Districts 

3,186 

217 

1,795 

1,608 

75 

40 

217 

2,  666 

50 

18-7 

45-8 

50 

1. 

Rural. 

Ashwell 

40 

1 

18 

23 

1 

2 

38 

1 

26-3 

73-1 

3 

2. 

Barnet 

109 

11 

85 

35 

1 

— 

4 

91 

1 

10-9 

46-2 

3 

3. 

Berkhampstead 

73 

5 

44 

34 

1 

1 

4 

69 

— 

— 

49-1 

4 

4. 

Buntingford 

51 

— 

30 

21 

— 

1 

2 

46 

3 

65-2 

102-0 

3 

5. 

Hadham 

82 

2 

37 

47 

2 

2 

2 

74 

3 

40-5 

76-9 

4 

6. 

Hatfield  

148 

32 

143 

37 

1 

1 

10 

138 

3 

2L7 

4U9 

5 

7. 

Hemel  Hempstead... 

152 

7 

81 

78 

3 

1 

10 

140 

1 

7T 

47-9 

6 

8. 

Hertford 

93 

7 

45 

55 

5 

1 

5 

87 

3 

34 '4 

22-7 

5 

9. 

Hitchin 

235 

9 

99 

145 

3 

1 

12 

215 

3 

13’9 

30-7 

8 

10. 

St.  Albans  ... 

194 

3 

75 

122 

3 

— 

11 

180 

4 

22*2 

44-0 

6 

11. 

Ware 

149 

3 

49 

103 

4 

— 

10 

126 

3 

23'8 

7L4 

8 

12. 

Watford 

182 

28 

123 

87 

5 

1 

8 

161 

2 

12-4 

34-6 

7 

13. 

Welwyn 

61 

2 ■ 

24 

39 

1 

— 

1 

53 

— 

— 

16-1 

1 

Total  for  Rural  Districts 

1,569 

110 

853 

826 

30 

9 

81 

1,418 

27 

19’0 

46-1 

63 

Total  for  Urban  Districts 

3,186 

217 

1,795 

1,608 

75 

40 

217 

2,666 

50 

187 

45-8 

50 

Total  for  County 

4,755 

327 

2,648 

2,434 

105 

49 

298 

4,084 

77 

18’8 

45-9 

113 

Table  29. 

Table  of  Health  Visitors’  Work  carried  out  under  The  Notification  of  Birth  Act,  1907-15. 
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Medical  Aid  and 

ANY  OTHER  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED. 

The  number  of 
per  cent. 

Medical  Aid  Notices  was  740,  or  247 

Sanitary  Services  in  the  County. 

The  following  summary  is  given  of  the  Sanitary  services  at 
present  provided  in  the  urban  and  rural  districts  in  the  County 
with  information  regarding  additional  and  special  services. 

Urban  Districts. 


Baldock. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 

Public  Supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Water-carriage  system  for  the  whole  district, 
except  a small  area  added  under  the  Extension 
Order  of  1927. 

Scavenging 
Examination  of  Swabs 

Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  the  Counties  Public  Health 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Laboratories,  London. 

Supplies  obtained  from  Fever  Hospital  when 
required. 

Barnet. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  disposal 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Water-carriage  system  for  the  whole  district, 
except  in  older  portions  of  district,  where  a 
combined  system  obtains.  Certain  outlying 
properties  are  drained  to  cesspools. 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  the  Clinical  Research  Associa- 
tion, London. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  kept  for  local  practitioners  as  required. 

Berkhampstead. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Associa- 
tion, London. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 

Bishop’s  Stortford. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  disposal 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  practically  the  whole  district  ; 
a portion  of  the  low-lying  district  to  cesspools. 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Weeldy  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Bushey. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system,  cesspools,  and  a few  pail  closets. 
Weeklv  collection  in  the  whole  district. 

j 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 
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Cheshunt. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district  ; a few  wells. 
Public  system  ; a very  few  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  arrangement  with  neighbouring 
town. 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 


Chorleywood. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district  ; a few  wells. 
Public  system,  cesspools,  and  pail  closets. 
Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 


East  Barnet  Valley. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 


PIarpenden. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district  ; isolated 
houses  to  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 


Hemel  Hempstead. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district,  except  to 
outlying  farms  and  cottages. 

Public  system,  except  for  outlying  farms,  etc. 
Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district,  except 
outlying  parts. 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  by  Council. 


Hertford. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  Supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 
Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  a London  Laboratory. 
Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 


Hitchin. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 
Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  cost  of  Council. 
Supplies  at  cost  of  Council. 
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Hoddesdon. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Letchworth. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Rickmansworth. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Royston. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 
Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  a London  Laboratory. 
Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 

Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  supply  ; deep  wells  for  outlying  parts  of 
district. 

Public  system,  with  a few  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  ; a few  cesspools  and  earth  closets 
in  outskirts  of  district. 

Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 

Council  pays  cost  if  necessary. 

Council  pays  cost  if  necessary. 


St.  Albans. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 


Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Sawbridgeworth. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Stevenage. 

Water  .Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 

Daily  collection  in  centre  of  city  ; weekly  in  rest 
of  district. 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association 
and  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 


Public  supply  for  part  of  the  district  ; shallow 
wells  at  Spelbrook. 

Public  system  for  main  part  of  the  district  ; 
cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  most  of  the  district. 
Examinations  by  the  Laboratories  of  Pathology 
and  Public  Health,  London. 

Supplies  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 
Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  cost  of  Council. 
Supplied  at  cost  of  Council, 
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Tring. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 


Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 
Ware. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Watford. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Rural. 

Ashwell. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Barnet. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Berkhampstead. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district,  except 
Bulbourne  ; wells. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district,  except  part 
of  Beaconsfield  Road  and  Manor  Road  and  at 
Bulbourne,  Little  Tring,  and  Hastoe,  where 
there  are  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 

Examinations  by  the  Clinical  Research  Associa- 
tion, London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  offices. 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 

Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 

Weekly  and  bi-weekly  collection  for  the  whole 
district. 

Examinations  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district. 
Public  system  for  the  whole  district. 
Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 


Public  supply  for  part  of  the  district  ; deep  and 
shallow  wells. 

Public  system  for  practically  the  whole  district  ; 

pail  closets  and  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Cottage  Hospital. 


Public  supply  for  part  of  the  district  ; public 
pump  and  wells. 

Public  system  for  part  of  tile  district. 

No  collection. 

Examinations  at  Council’s  expense. 

Supplies  at  Council’s  expense. 


Public  supply  ; a few  wells. 

Public  system  and  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  in  the  whole  district. 
Examinations  at  Council’s  expense. 

Supplies  obtained  from  Lister  Institute,  Elstree. 


Public  supply  for  part  of  the  district  ; wells  and 
in  isolated  areas  rain  water. 

Public  system,  cesspools  and  earth  closets. 

Weekly  collection  at  Northchurch  ; fortnightly 
and  two-monthly  collection  at  other  parts  of 
the  district. 
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Examination  of  Swabs 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 

Buntingford. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 

Public  supply  ; deep  and  shallow  wells  in  chalk. 
Public  system  for  part  of  the  district  ; pail 
closets  and  cesspools. 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Weekly  collection  for  Buntingford  town  only. 
Examinations  at  a London  Laboratory. 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 

Hadham. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 

Public  supply  ; many  deep  wells. 

Public  system  for  part  of  the  district  ; pail  closets 
and  a few  cesspools. 

Scavenging 

Weekly  collection  at  Much  Hadham,  part  of 
Puckeridge,  and  High  Wych. 

Examinations  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Examinations  at  a London  Laboratory. 

Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

Hatfield. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  disposal 
Scavenging 

Public  supply  ; a few  wells. 

Public  system,  pail  closets,  and  cesspools. 

Twice  weekly  for  Hatfield  Town  ; once  weekly  for 
remainder  of  district. 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Examinations  paid  for  by  Council  in  necessitous 
cases. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplied  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Hemel  Hempstead. 

Water  Supply  . 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  of  district,  except 
isolated  houses  and  farms. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Public  system  for  part  of  the  district  ; cesspools 
and  earth  closets. 

Scavenging 

Weekly  or  fortnightly  collections  for  whole  district, 
except  Flaunden. 

Examination  of  Swabs 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Supplies  at  Council  Offices. 

Hertford. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs. 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Public  supply  ; deep  and  shallow  wells. 

Public  system,  cesspools,  and  earth  closets. 

No  collection. 

Examinations  at  a London  Laboratory. 

Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

Hitchin. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Public  supply  ; a few  wells. 

Public  system  ; cesspools  and  earth  closets. 
Weekly  collection  at  Kneb worth  ; quarterly 
collections  in  remainder  of  district. 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Examinations  at  cost  of  Council  when  necessary. 
Supplied  at  cost  of  Council. 
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St.  Albans. 

Water  Supply  . 

Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 


Provision  of  Antitoxin 
Ware. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Watford. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 
Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 

Welwyn. 

Water  Supply  . 
Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 

Examination  of  Swabs 
Provision  of  Antitoxin 


Public  supply  for  greater  portion  of  the  district. 
Public  wells  at  Redbourn. 

Public  system  for  most  of  the  district  ; cesspools 
emptied  by  Council. 

Weekly  collection,  except  for  outlying  farms  and 
cottages. 

Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association 
and  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
London. 

Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 


Public  supply  for  part  of  the  district.  Public 
wells  ; deep  and  shallow  wells. 

Public  system  for  part  of  the  district  ; pail  closets 
and  cesspools. 

Weekly  collection  for  part  of  the  district. 
Examinations  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health., 
Supplies  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  supply  ; a few  wells. 

Public  system,  cesspools,  and  earth  closets. 
Weekly  collection  for  part  of  the  district  ; fort- 
nightly and  monthly  for  the  other  part. 
Examinations  by  Clinical  Research  Association. 
Supplies  kept  at  Council  Offices. 


Public  supply  ; a few  wells. 

Public  system  Welwyn  Town  only  ; cesspools  and 
earth  closets. 

Weekly  collection  for  part  of  the  district. 
Examinations  at  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  London. 

Supplies  at  Cottage  Hospital. 


DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE-REFUSE ; DUMPS. 

House-refuse. — The  question  of  the  disposal  of  house- 
refuse,  more  especially  as  regards  the  dumping  within  the 
County  of  refuse  by  outside  authorities,  was  fully  considered 
in  last  year’s  report.  This  question  has  frequently  come  up 
before  the  County  Council  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
deal  with  it.  The  following  are  extracts  from  last  year’s 
report : — 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  suggested  certain  precautions 
to  be  carried  out  with  regard  to  refuse  dumps.  The  following 
rules  are  to  be  complied  with  : (i)  the  deposit  to  be  made 

in  layers  ; (2)  no  layer  to  exceed  6 ft.  in  depth  ; (3)  each 

layer  to  be  covered  on  all  surfaces  exposed  to  the  air  with  at 
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least  9 inches  of  earth,  or  other  suitable  substance,  except  a 
portion  which  may  be  allowed  uncovered  during  the  formation 
of  the  layer  ; (4)  no  layer  to  be  left  uncovered  for  more  than 
72  hours  from  the  time  of  deposit  ; (5)  sufficient  screens  or  other 
suitable  apparatus  to  be  provided  where  necessary  to  prevent 
any  paper  or  other  debris  from  being  blown  by  the  wind  away 
from  the  place  of  deposit. 

A special  report  has  recently  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  Investigation  into  the  Public  Cleansing  Service 
in  the  Administrative  County  of  London.  The  report  states 
that  dumping  is  used  as  a means  of  disposal  of  48  per  cent, 
of  the  refuse  and  that  the  dumps  generally  are  insanitary. 
The  writer  of  the  report  is  of  opinion  that  the  Local  Authorities 
in  whose  areas  huge  dumps  are  situate — no  Borough  dumps 
crude  refuse  within  its  own  borders — have  strong  cause  for 
complaint  against  the  forwarding  Boroughs,  and  this  system 
should  not  be  allowed  to  continue. 

The  report  further  discusses  the  modern  methods  of 
disposing  of  house  refuse  by  means  of  disposal  plants,  namely, 
(1)  by  incineration,  (2)  by  separation  with  final  incineration, 
and  (3)  by  pulverization. 

Various  recommendations  and  suggestions  are  submitted 
in  the  report,  the  most  important  of  which  in  relation  to  the 
County  of  Hertford  are  as  follows  : (1)  There  should  be  a central 
cleansing  organization  for  London  and  centralized  arrange- 
ments should  be  provided  under  a special  committee  on  which 
areas  bordering  on  London  should  be  represented.  The  Minister 
of  Health  has  decided  to  appoint  such  a committee  to  consider 
the  question  of  giving  effect  to  the  report.  (2)  That  subject 
to  the  right  of  appeal  a Council  should  be  empowered  to  prevent 
the  dumping  in  its  area  of  refuse  from  another  district  except 
that  this  power  should  not  extend  to  refuse  which  has  been 
treated  or  prepared  so  as  reasonably  to  remove  risk  of  nuisance 
or  to  the  provision  of  refuse  disposal  works.  (3)  Disposal 
plants  should  be  on  a large  scale  and  as  few  as  possible.  (4) 
Large-scale  incineration,  separation,  or  combined  disposal 
plant  should  be  provided.  (5)  Spacious  and  suitable  sites 
should  be  selected.  These  recommendations  are  important 
and  they  foreshadow  a real  effort  to  deal  efficiently  with  a 
state  of  things  which  up  to  the  present  has  been  most 
unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  London  Cleansing  has  been  issued,  but  unfortunately  it 
does  not  recommend  the  granting  of  power  to  County  Councils 
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to  exclude  refuse  from  outside  districts  or  to  exercise  a veto 
over  sites  proposed  to  be  used  for  tipping  refuse.  It  suggests 
that  sufficient  control  can  be  exercised  by  the  local  authority  by 
means  of  bye-laws.  The  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
indicates,  however,  the  serious  view  which  they  take  regarding 
the  dumping  of  crude  refuse  in  adjoining  counties,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  extract  : — “ That  the  system  of 
dumping  crude  refuse  without  taking  adequate  precautions  to 
prevent  nuisance  arising  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue, 
and  that  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  authorities  who  now,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  send  their  refuse  to  insanitary  dumps 
outside  the  County  should  be  pressed  to  secure  at  once  the 
discontinuance  of  those  dumps  for  their  refuse,  and  in  any 
event  to  take  whatever  measures  may  be  practicable  to 
minimize  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  now  exist.” 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  are  likely  to  lead  to  any  immediate  or  striking 
improvement  in  the  present  position  as  regards  large  dumps 
of  crude  refuse  deposited  by  outside  authorities.  A county 
Council  should  have  powers  to  make  stringent  bye-laws  to 
protect  the  amenities  of  the  rural  districts  within  its  area  and 
such  amenities  can  not  be  protected  if  no  power  exists  to  control 
and  to  exclude,  if  necessary,  the  dumping  of  large  quantities 
of  crude  refuse  which  gives  rise  to  an  obvious  nuisance  by  reason 
of  unsightly  appearance,  smell,  papers,  flies  and  rats. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

The  question  of  housing  and  housing  conditions  in  the 
County  has  been  frequently  brought  up  for  consideration  at 
meetings  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee.  A 
further  tabulated  statement  is  submitted,  showing  the  present 
position  of  the  various  authorities  in  the  County  regarding 
houses  constructed  and  contemplated  under  the  various  housing 
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Acts.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  conditions  in  the  County 
as  regards  housing  and  new  construction  is  improving. 

Ihe  Housing  Act,  1930,  gives  increased  powers  to  County 
Councils  in  connection  with  housing  grants.  The  Council  has 
decided  to  limit  contributions  to  Rural  District  Councils  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  agricultural  population  of  the 
district  to  the  statutory  contribution  payable  under  Section  34 
of  the  Act. 

In  view  of  the  generally  satisfactory  character  of  the 
Housing  Return  recently  presented  to  the  County  Council, 
it  is  not  proposed  to  take  any  general  action  under  the  Act, 
but  to  take  such  special  action  as  may  be  necessary  from  time 
to  time  on  any  specific  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TRADE  PREMISES  UNDER  SUPERVISION. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Milk  Supply. — The  passing  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1922,  is  a step  forward  towards  securing  a pure 
milk  supply.  In  pursuance  of  this  Act  the  Minister  of  Health 
has  made  an  Order,  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1922, 
prescribing  the  conditions  subject  to  which  licences  may  be 
granted.  The  authorities  responsible  for  the  issuing  of  licences 
under  the  above  Order  are  as  follows  : — (1)  The  Minister  of 
Health,  licences  to  producers  of  Certified  and  Grade  A (tuber- 
culin-tested) milk.  Producers  holding  above  licences  from  the 
Minister  of  Health  will  also  be  entitled  to  sell  milk  produced 
under  such  licence  as  Grade  A milk  without  further  licence  from 
Local  Authority  ; (2)  County  Councils  and  County  Borough 
Councils,  licences  issued  to  producers  of  Grade  A milk  ; (3) 

Sanitary  Authorities,  licences  issued  to  distributors  of  Certified 
milk,  Grade  A milk,  including  Grade  A tuberculin-tested  and 
Grade  A Pasteurized  milk,  and  of  “ Pasteurized  ” milk.  No 
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licence  from  a Sanitary  Authority  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  a 
licensed  producer  who  distributed  milk  directly  to  the  consumers. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  as  a result  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Order,  1922,  there  has  been  a definite  improvement  in  the 
purity  of  milk  and  in  the  extent  of  the  bacterial  count  which 
it  shows.  The  examination  of  milk  designated  as  Grade  A 
milk  has  shown  improved  results.  The  samples  which,  on 
examination,  were  found  to  be  not  up  to  the  required  standard 
as  regards  bacterial  count  or  the  presence  of  B.Coli  were  only 
slightly  below  standard  and  in  over  sixty  per  cent,  the  samples 
were  well  above  the  required  standard.  The  veterinary 
inspection  of  cows  which  is  now  carried  out  under  the  Act 
and  various  Orders  is  resulting  in  a diminishing  percentage  of 
cows  giving  milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli.  To  what  extent 
this  may  be  considered  responsible  for  decrease  in  the  incidence 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  human  being  it  is  difficult 
to  say,  but  the  fact  remains  that  during  1929  the  death-rate 
from  this  form  of  the  disease  was  remarkably  low  and  should 
encourage  the  taking  of  all  possible  steps  to  secure  a tubercle 
free  milk  supply. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915  : — Number  of  animals  examined,  27,132  ; number 
found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  20  ; number  of  samples 
examined,  147. 

Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  work  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the  two  Inspectors 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  working  under  the  Chief  Constable. 
Analyses  of  samples  taken  are  made  by  the  County  Analyst, 
Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  of  the  Analytical  Laboratory,  17  Great  Tower 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  following 
report  regarding  the  analytical  work  carried  out  during  the 
year. 
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Dr.  Dyer’s  Report. 


Food  and  Drugs  ( Adulteration ) Act,  1928. 

Summary  of  Samples  Analysed  between  1st  January  and  31st  December, 


1930. 


Butter  . 

Coffee  . 

Chocolate  Sponge  Roll  (cream 
Corned  Beef  . 

Corn  Flour 
Cream  . 

Cream  Bun  . 

Custard  Powder 
Desiccated  Coconut 
Egg  Substitute  Powder 
Eggs  . 

Ginger  Wine  . 

Ground  Almonds 
Ground  Ginger 
Ham 
J ellies 
Lard 

Lemon  Juice 
Lemon  Squash 
Lemonade 
Lemonade  Crystals 
Lime  Juice  Cordials 
Margarine 
Milk 

Milk  and  Cream  Cheese 
Mincemeat 
Mustard 
Pepper 

Peppermint  Cordial 
Pork  Pie 
Pressed  Beef 
Raisins 
Rice 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 
Sausages 

Sausages,  Preserved 
Self-raising  Llour  . 

Sponge  Cakes 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Vinegar 
Whisky 


filled) 


Samples  Samples 

Analysed.  Unsatisfactory. 

42  — 


3 

1 

1 

1 

19 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
1 

10 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

306 

1 

1 

1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

5 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 


1 


15 

1 


454  21 

The  454  samples  included  441  samples  purchased  in  the 
ordinary  way  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  in  addition 
13  samples  of  milk  taken  as  “ appeal  to  cow  ” samples  in 
connection  with  a shortage  of  cream. 

It  will  be  seen  that  21  samples  (or  about  4-7  per  cent.) 
of  the  samples  purchased  were,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
unsatisfactory. 
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Of  these  21  samples,  15  were  samples  of  milk,  1 only  of 
which  showed  evidence  of  added  water  (5  per  cent.),  while 
13  were  deficient  in  fat  in  proportions  varying  from  6 per 
cent,  up  to  43  per  cent,  of  the  minimum  quantity  proper  to 
normal  milk.  One  other  sample  of  milk  was  coloured  with 
annatto,  an  illegal  procedure,  resort  to  which  was  difficult  to 
understand  in  this  case  for  the  milk  happened  to  be  unusually 
rich  in  cream  as  compared  with  average  milk,  whereas  the 
use  of  annatto,  before  it  became  illegal,  was  directed  to  giving 
an  artificial  appearance  of  richness  to  milk  poor  in  cream. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  13  samples  taken  as 
“ appeal  to  cow  ” samples.  These  were  in  connection  with  a 
sale  of  milk  in  which  there  had  been  a deficiency  of  fat.  In  the 
course  of  this  enquiry  13  cows  were  milked  separately.  All 
except  one  were  satisfactory  in  non-fatty  solids,  but  as  many 
as  8 out  of  the  13,  as  judged  by  the  samples  taken  of  their 
individual  milk  and  presuming  them  to  have  been  properly 
stripped  by  the  milker,  were  giving  milk  sufficiently  below  the 
legal  presumptive  limit  for  fat  deficiency  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  exonerate  the  vendor  of  this  particular  milk  from  suspicion 
of  removal  of  cream. 

A sample  of  soft  cheese,  which  was  sold  under  the  name 
of  “ Milk  and  Cream  Cheese”,  was  found  to  have  been  made, 
not  as  might  have  been  expected  from  milk  enriched  with 
cream,  but  was  made  from  milk  from  which  half  of  the  cream 
had  previously  been  removed. 

There  was  a technical  breach  of  the  regulations  relating 
to  preservatives  in  the  sale  of  two  samples  of  sausages  which 
contained  sulphur  dioxide  ; but  the  quantity  present  was, 
in  both  cases,  small  and  such  as  would  have  been  permissible 
had  the  vendor  taken  the  usual  and  proper  course  of  declaring 
the  presence  of  the  preservative  by  label  or  otherwise. 

A sample  of  Chocolate  Sponge  “ Cream  Filled  ” Roll  was 
found  to  be  filled,  not  with  cream,  but  with  a palatable  sweetened 
paste  made  from  vegetable  fats.  Whether  or  not  established 
usage  as  claimed  by  the  confectionery  trade  is  to  be  held  as 
justifying  the  application  of  the  term  “ cream  filled  ” to  the 
particular  kind  of  article  represented  by  this  sample  is,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  an  open  question,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  a magisterial  decision  in  another  county  in  a prosecution 
under  the  Artificial  Cream  Act  is  still  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion by  the  High  Court  as  a matter  of  appeal. 

The  other  two  unsatisfactory  samples  were  eggs,  the 
examination  of  which  indicated  that  they  had  undergone  a 
process  of  erasure,  presumably  of  marks  of  origin. 
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SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS. 

The  health  of  the  County  during  1930  has  been  good> 
and  the  statistics  for  the  year  are  more  satisfactory  than  they 
were  last  year. 

It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  owing  to  the  census  the 
statistics  for  the  year  are  based  on  the  1929  population,  which 
makes  no  allowance  for  any  increase  and  consequently  with 
the  exception  of  the  birth-rate,  which  would  be  lower,  and  the 
infant  and  maternal  mortality,  which  are  accurate,  being  based 
on  the  number  of  births,  the  statistics  would  normally  be 
better  than  those  given  in  the  Report. 

There  is  a rise  in  the  birth-rate,  which  is  given  as  15-3, 
compared  with  14*8  in  1929.  The  actual  number  of  births 
was  5,912,  compared  with  5,620  in  the  previous  year. 

The  population  of  the  County  is  given  at  384,100,  the  same 
as  in  1929. 

There  is  a fall  in  the  death-rate  which  is  10  *2,  compared 
with  n*9  in  1929. 

There  is  a fall  in  the  infant  mortality,  which  is  41-9, 
compared  with  47  last  year,  and  60  for  England  and  Wales. 
This  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  which  has  so  far  been 
recorded  in  the  County,  the  previous  lowest  being  42*2  in  1923. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  maternal  mortality  which  is 
4-5,  compared  with  4*2  for  the  previous  year,  the  number  of 
maternal  deaths  being  27,  compared  with  24  last  year. 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  namely,  0-55,  compared  with  0-58.  The  death- 
rate  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  shows  a striking  decrease, 
being  0*08,  compared  with  0-14  last  year.  This  is  much  the 
lowest  death-rate  from  this  form  of  tuberculosis  which  has  been 
recorded  in  the  County. 

There  is  a slight  rise  in  the  death-rate  from  cancer  and 
other  forms  of  malignant  disease,  namely,  1-4  compared  with 
1-3.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  573,  compared 
with  526  last  year. 

The  number  of  patients  from  the  County  attending  the 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  in  Tendon  during  the  year  is  higher, 
being  302  compared  with  281  for  1929,  242  for  1928,  and  264 
for  1927. 

There  is  a fall  in  the  death-rate  from  epidemic  disease, 
which  is  0*19  compared  with  0-22  in  1929. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  was  193,  compared 
with  243  last  year ; this  includes  deaths  due  to  influenzal 
pneumonia,  which  was  less  prevalent  than  during  1929. 
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Under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  a 
survey  of  the  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the  County 
has  been  made  and  a scheme  for  the  more  complete  provision 
of  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the  County  will  be 
submitted  in  due  course  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  once  more  to  express  my  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  to  the  ladies  who  act  as  voluntary 
workers  at  both  the  County  Council  and  the  Voluntary  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  for  the  valuable  help  they  give 
and  to  the  time  they  devote  to  this  most  important  work. 
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Table  30.— CHIEF  STATISTICS  OF  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS,  1930. 

As  compare*  with  those  for  1929  and  with  the  averages  for  ten  years  1901-1910  and  1911-1920. 


Population. 

Acreage 
(land  and  1 
inland 
water), 
1911. 

Number 

of 

Rooms 

occupied, 

1921. 

1 

{ooms 

Birth  Rate.* 

Crude 

Death  Rate.* 

Infant 
Mortality.  || 

Epidemic 

vIop.tality.* 

Death  Rate  from 
Phthisis.* 

Death  Ra 
Canci 

TE  FROM  | 

ER.* 

H 

U 

w; 

H 1 

V) 

q 

Urban 

per 

>erson, 

1921- 

IO 

years. 

1930. 

1929. 

10 

years. 

+ 

10 

years. 

*t* 

1930. 

1929, 

1930. 

1929. 

1930. 

1929. 

IO 

years. 

1 

IO 

years, 
t 1 

*93°- 

1929. 

IO 

years. 

1 

IO 

years. 

t 

Districts. 

By 

estimate, 

1929. 

By 

Census, 

1021. 

By 

Census,  i 
*9*i-  | 

By 

Census, 

1901. 

*93°- 

1929. 

IO 

years. 

+ 

10 

years. 

+ 

+ 

10 

years. 

t 

Urban,  Summary 

1 Baldock  

2 Barnet 

3 Berkhampstead  ... 

4 Bishop’s  Stortford 

5 Bushey 

6 Cheshunt  ... 

7 Chorleywood 

8 Last  Barnet  Valley 

9 Harpenden 

10  Hemel  Hempstead 

11  Hertford  ... 

12  Hilchin 

13  Hoddesdon 

14  Letchworth 

15  Kickmansworth  ... 

16  Koyston  ... 

17  St.  Albans 

18  Sawbridgeworth  ... 

19  Stevenage... 

; 20  Tring 

21  Ware 

22  Watford  ... 

23  Welwyn  Gdn.  City 

268,700 

228,546 

194,242 

*55,  *5° 

64,462 

275,492 

1-26 

I5‘4 

148 

I 

i8*o 

23*6 

10*3 

1 1 9 

ii*6 

1 1 *8 

44 

49 

67 

90 

20 

•23 

•5 

•6 

•8 

*8 

*'4 

*'3 

1*2 

•9 

3.0*7 

14,220 

7.747 

9,73° 

10,260 

*4.540 

3.  *92 
16,060 

8,001 

15,070 

11,770 

*3,7*0 

5,63o 

13,200 

9,686 

3,828 

27,610 

2,579 

5.657 

4,220 

6,229 

54,670 

8,074 

2,475 

n,740 

7,250 

8,840 

S.020 

13,640 

2,33* 

*3,490 

6,670 

13,920 

10,750 

*3,352 

5,400 

10,210 

7,520 

3,78o 

25,620 

2,285 

5.023 

4,278 

5,950 

46,002 

2,094 

10,440 

7,302 

8,721 

6,978 

*2,954 

... 

'3o8i 

6,172 

12,888 

10,383 

11,905 

5.196 

6,288 

3,985 

18,133 

2,304 

4,856 

4,481 

5,842 

40,939 

2,057 

8,359 

6,37* 

7,3*6 

4,564 

12,292 

10,094 

4,725 

*1,264 

9,322 

10,072 

4,7** 

5,627 

3.5*7 

16,019 

2,085 

3,957 

4.349 

5-573 

29,430 

362 

3, **4 
1,208 

3,37* 

3,o8* 

8,479 

1,989 

2,644 

1,633 

7,184 

1,501 

3,675 

1,576 

3,652 

2,790 

1,003 

2,703 

2,678 

4,545 

4,407 

629 

2,238 

3,  *46 
13,946 

9.576 
10,528 

9.577 

15,077 

3,440 

i7,39o 

8,846 

16, 158 

12,212 

16,664 

6,716 

**,433 

9,058 

5,008 

32,008 

2,953 

6,486 

5,784 

6,550 

52,936 

* ‘3  * 
p 7 
140 

*'35 

136 

ri2 

*'47 

*•32 

*'43 

*'24 

1-24 

129 

1-27 

115 

I '24 

1-42 

129 

*•30 

*'3* 

*•36 

1 14 

118 

*3'2 

*4'2 

16-2 

*3  3 

*4'9 

152 

* 5' 3 

i6'8 

12*2 

149 

14*2 

16*9 

* 9 ‘5 

15*0 

16*0 

IOI 

14*2 

16*2 

14* 

177 

17*6 

*5*8 

*9'9 

15*2 

16*2 

*7*9 

109 

*53 

*65 

>3'4 

* 5 '2 

9'3 

12*8 

*4'2 

16*2 

*4*5 

*45 

14*8 

130 

*2*4 

11*2 

>8*5 

l3*2 

*8*5 

*5'2 

24*1 

*9'9 

16*5 

16*0 

1 6 *8 

*5'3 

20*8 

16-8 

146 

20*3 

191 

197 

183 

18  *4 
15*6 
17*6 

17*0 

19*1 

18*9 

19*6 

18*0 

24*0 

23*3 

i6'5 

21  *6 

*93 

26*6 

22*3 

*9"  1 

24*5 

22*9 

23'4 

23'5 

26*7 

21*1 

21  *2 

24I 

263 

210 

28  *0 

26*2 

10*2 

12*0 

97 

**'5 

8*8 

*i*7 

7*2 

10*1 

7*6 

11*2 

9*6 

12*1 

i*7 

7'* 

9'5 

127 

11*2 

10*3 

n*l 

*3  9 

12*9 

9*8 

60 

* 3' 5 

**'3 

*3'9 

12*4 

I 1*0 

10*2 

6*8 

10*6 

10*2 

12*8 

12*4 

*3'* 

150 

9*0 

10*9 

I 1*2 

12*7 

12*0 

*39 

177 

14*4 

u*7 

6*i 

14*8 

1 1 * 1 

12*6 

12*7 

9*6 

n*6 

9*8 

10*2 

12*9 

13*8 

13*2 

*3* 

10*0 

i.3'° 

1 1 *6 

*3'5 

n*6 

13*2 

*33 

10*7 

I5-5 

1 I O 

10*1 

12*6 

97 

1 1*6 

10*2 

10*1 

13*2 

34*1 

i3'i 

12*1 

ii*4 

12*2 

1 s *8 

12*2 

12  1 

231 

14*4 

IQ*  I 

25 

57 

95 

62 

32 

41 

52 

3* 

27 

S6 

39 

64 

20 

39 

53 

7* 

50 

91 

46 

« 

22 

29 

56 

5* 

83 

1 16 

49 

53 

52 

54 

45 

73 

63 

21 

40 

35 

69 

38 

18 

3* 

59 

36 

85 

67 

62 

76 

59 

7* 

48 

5* 

60 

78 

67 

70 

65 

74 

65 

76 

63 

54 

69 

73 

1 10 

100 

93 

91 

80 

9* 

85 

81 

90 

104 

102 

97 

88 

76 

78 

9* 

77 

85 

107 

88 

*33 

*2S 

*12 

•29 

*20 

*24 

*12 

•13 

*36 

*35 

*22 

*IO 

*l8 

*64 

*27 

*12 

'33 

103 

•41 

•27 

•06 

■06 

•25 

'*5 

•30 

•26 

•07 

•38 

*88 

32 

•40 

•24 

•9 

'4 

•1 

*8 

7 

’5 

*6 

•4 

•4 

9 

•2 

*2 

■5 

3 

•5 

•5 

•7 

'3 

7 

•2 

ri 

*6 

•5 

'5 

*8 

'5 

*6 

*6 

•4 

*6 

•7 

7 

*8 

•3 

•4 

9 

*6 

7 

7 

•3 

7 

•2 

9 

•5 

*6 

*6 

*6 

*8 

*6 

*6 

1 *0 

•9 

7 

1 0 

7 

I *0 

•7 

■6 

*6 

•7 

7 

•9 

1*0 

*8 

*7 

*8 

•5 

*6 

6 

■7  ! 

10 

•9 

■7 

•9 

•9 

*8 

9 

*8 

*8 

•5 

11 

*8 

*'3 

1 *6 

1 *i 

i*6 

*'3 

1*2 

1*2 

1*7 

* 3 

1*8 

**  . 

1 *6 

*7 

'9 

*8 

2*0 

*7 

*'5 

1*0 

2*6 

17 

*•5 

7 

i*6 

*'3 

1*8 

'9 

i*8 

'9 

*8 

*'4 

*’3 

1 *i 

i*8 

*'3 

I *2 

I *2 

1*2 

i*8 

i*i 

*'5 

*8 

2*6 

1 *6 

I *2 

*8 

1*2 

1*4 

I *1 

I'3 

1*1 

1*0 

II 

i*3 

i*i 

17 

i’3 

i*6 

•9 

i*4 

1*2 

7 

11 

I '4 

II 

1*0 

I *2 

7 

'5 

i*i 

'9 

*8 

7 

■8 

1*0 

I *2 

*8 

I *0 

•6 

*'5 

1 *i 

*4 

I *2 

1*1 

7 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

*3 

*4 

*5 

16 

*7 

18 

*9 

20 

21 

22 

2 £ 

Rural.  Summary 

1 Ashwell  ... 

2 Barnet 

3 Berkhampstead  . . . 

4 Buntingford 

5 Hadham  ... 

6 Hatfield  ... 

7 Hemel  Hempstead 

8 Hertford  ... 

9 Hitchin 

10  St.  Albans 

1 1 Ware  

12  Watford  ... 

13  Welwyn  ... 

I 15,400 

103,674  117.042 

103,273 

340,061 

123,112 

1-30 

15*2 

14*0  18*2 

22*6 

*9 

11*8 

n*6 

12*0 

38 

46  58 

83 

| 'l6 

.22 

•5 

•4 

7 

‘7 

1*4 

*■4 

1*2 

'9 

Rural. 

3.529 

5,497 

5,088 

4,765 

5-4*7 

10,310 

7,965 

7,523 

14,320 

18,290 

11,710 

*7,470 

3,496 

3,600 

4,500 

4,692 

4,890 

5,480 

8,850 

6,840 

7,138 

12,978 

14,580 

11,260 

16,158 

2, 708 

3,948 

4,969 

4,707 

5,oi9 

5,795 

8,592 

6,565 

7,659 

18,666 

19.463 

11.464 

17,776 

2,4*9 

3,953 

4,i54 

4,708 

5,020 

5,209 

7,55* 

6,012 

7,580 

12,828 

12,264 

10,891 

*4,3*5 

2,234 

22,049 

9,216 

18,383 

28,470 

25.468 
23,486 

*9,994 

33.468 

55, *74 
37,066 

33,953 

26,854 

6,480 

4,962 

5,320 

5,903 

6,503 

7,256 

**,*43 

8,807 

9,499 

16,462 

13,666 

*3,579 

16,626 

3.386 

*38 

124 

1*26 

>'35 

*•36 

1 29 

1-3* 

>'35 

1 ’29 

I ’20 

*'32 

*'36 

* "3* 

*5° 

1 6 * 1 

*6*7 

*3 '4 
*3'8 
*8*5 
14*8 
156 

16*2 

15*0 

13  *6 

12*8 

188 

II  *6 

19*6 

u*9 

10*2 

*4'3 

161 

180 

1 1 *6 

* 5 '9 

12*4 

14*3 

**'5 

*77 

*6*4 

*9'3 

I *7'2 
; 18  8 

| *7'3 
| 19*1 
18*9 

1 8*8 

20*4 

20*4 

*7'* 

*4'4 

*7*o 

20*0 

255 

250 

221 

21*2 

24-0 

21*0 

220 

220 

28*5 

21*2 

19-3 

25*4 

130 

10*2 

10*0 

1 1 9 

II  *2 

8*9 

1 1 *6 

97 

1 1 *o 

8*0 

1 1 *2 

7'8 

12*0 

13*8 

1 1 *8 

1 5 '5 

*7'5 

14*9 

10*5 

12*4 

10*2 

13*6 

8*2 

*4'* 

10*1 

97 

14*1 

9*6 

13  1 

I3'4 

i3’5 

1 1 *9 

12*7 

12*0 

10*9 

12*0 

12*2 

10*3 

10*2 

14*4 

10*6 

*5'4 

*4'5 

13*6 

n*4 

12*4 

12*6 

10*7 

12*2 

1 1 *5 

9*8 

*3'3 

S8 

63 

35 

78 

53 

47 

26 

4* 

3° 

25 

3* 

35 

3* 

73 

46 

49 

102 

77 

36 

48 

23 

3* 

44 

7* 

35 

16 

61 

1 s* 

69 

44 

53 

54 

54 

81 

58 

62 

57 

59 

37 

82 

82 

IOI 

81 

73 

87 

95 

7i 

80 

9* 

70 

80 

97 

•18 

*20 

*l8 

•19 

■25 

*26 

'*3 

*IO 

•*7 

•22 

•58 

•18 

•19 

•37 

*3 

•'3 

■21 

25 

'34 

•28 

*2 

'7 

•5 

*6 

*i 

•5 

'3 
! '3 
•4 

*6 

•5 

*4 

•5 

*2 

7 

'5 

i'4 

*i 

•3 

*6 

•2 

*2. 

'4 

*7 

*2 

*2 

1*0 

•5 

•5 

*6 

*6 

*8 

7 

•5 

•7 

7 

7 

*8 

'4 

*7 

I *0 

•9 

9 

7 

1*0 

■9 

•9 

•6 

'9 

■9 

*6 

*9 

1 *6 

i*8 

*9 

1 *o 

1 *6 

I *0 

30 

I *0 

*'3 

*'5 

i'7 

*9 

2*2 

*'4 

*'4 

2*3 

2*0 

i*8 

1 *6 

*4 

*6 

i*8 

*'3 

* '3 

i*8 

1 

1 1-1 

1*9 

*8 

i*3 

i*4 

1*4 

i*i 

I *2 

I *2 

1*1 

IO 

i*3 

1*0 

II 

i*3 

1 *i 

1*1 

12 

1 *i 

1 *0 

1*0 

1*2 

I *o 

IO 

I *o 

1*0 

I O 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

*3 

COUHTY  SUMMARY 

384, 100 

332,220 

311,284  258,423 

404,523 

398,604 

*■27 

*5'3 

148 

18*  1 

22 ’9 

10*2 

1 1 *9 

1 1 *6 

**7 

42 

47 

64 

88 

•19 

22 

•5 

'5 

7 

*8 

1*4  j *'3 

1*2 

IO 

County 

* Per  1,000  of  population.  + 1911-1920. 

+ 1901-1910.  ||  Per  1,000  births. 
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THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 


Returns  received  from  Local  Authorities  for  Year  ended  30th  September, 


1930. 


Name  of  Local  Authority. 


(1) 


Corporations. 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Hertford  . 

St.  Albans 

Watford  . 

Urban  District  Councils. 
Baldock  . 

Barnet 


Bishop's  Stortford 
Bushey 
Choshunt  . 
Chorleywood 
East  Barnet  Valley 

Gt.  Borlcliampstoad 

Harponden 


Ilitchin 

Iioddosdon 

Lotchworth 

Rickmiinsworth 

Roy.ston  . 

Sawbridgoworth 

Stevenage 

1'  ring 

Ware 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

Rural  District  Commits. 
Aslnvoll 
Barnet 

Berlckampststid 
Buntingfovd 
Hadham  . 

I-lffield  . 
llomol  Hompstoud 
Horttord  • 

1-Iitchln 

St.  Albans 
Ware 

Watford  . 

Welwyn  , 


TOTAL 


Registrar 
Genera)  V, 
Hfttlmatcf 
Population 
1020 

(2) 

Number  of  House* 
Erected  Under : 

To 

HoUST 

Tho  i 'f'lie 
) fouling  Housing 
Act,  | Act, 
1019.  | 1929. 

(3)  1 (4) 

The 

ffou*ln« 
(Finan- 
cial \‘r< 
vision* 
Act, 
1924. 

(ft) 

1924 

' Total 
No.  of 
HoUfet 

(0) 

1 5,070 

50 

24 

118 

108 

1 1 ,770 

72 

28(1 

Nil 

358 

27,010 

100 

Nil 

240 

340 

54,070 

953 

120 

240 

1 ,325 

3,017 

200 

Nil 

31 

231 

14,220 

449  II 

0 lines  tk. 

440 

flats 

under 

varioii 

. 1 loilM 

Ing 

Actu 

9,780 

10 

Nil 

74 

84 

10,010 

(10 

Nil 

50 

1 10 

14,540 

84 

14(1 

Nil 

230 

3,102 

30 

Nil 

20 

50 

10,000 

1(34 

122 

Nil 

280 

7,747 

so 

(39 

*40 

105 

8,001 

Nil 

Nil 

50 

50 

13,710 

78 

134 

247 

450 

5,030 

50 

4 

15 

(39 

1.3,200 

707 

48 

008 

1,003 

9,080 

1 It) 

1 34 

58 

.'302 

3,820 

48 

Nil 

48 

9(3 

2,579 

10 

10 

♦id 

42 

5,057 

58 

Nil 

185 

243 

4,220 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

0,229 

48 

Nil 

3 2 

80 

8,074 

50 

393 

*137 

580 

3,529 

34 

Nil 

52 

8(3 

5,497 

40 

04 

(31 

105 

5,088 

30 

Nil 

*10 

52 

4,790 

120 

Nil 

Nil 

120 

5,417 

88 

Nil 

*0 

14 

10,310 

72 

500 

Nil 

572 

7.905 

(30 

133 

21 

220 

7,523 

80 

Nil 

(38 

148 

1 1,180 

400 

(3 

*100 

500 

18,200 

72 

Nil 

...... 

294 

11,710 

142 

Nil 

52 

194 

17,470 

20 

Nil 

1 18 

188 

3,400 

30 

04 

20 

144 

183,710 

9.517 

Total  Number  ot 
•uses  Erected  unde 
the  1016,  1023  awl 


Coat. 


Total 

CapU.il 

Cost 

(7) 

/ 

123,452 


1 ,335,027 


23,000 


251,034 
55,1118 
858,089 
199,  di, 
78,232 
28,230 
III,  ,'i. 

13,033 

00,320 

208,401 

52, 1 1 I 
1 14,013 
45,359 
130,112 
43,733 
331,257 
132,301 
123,077 
471,435 

1 73,000 
175,645 
74,602 
71,010 


0,002.07.' 


Number  of  Houses  and  Total  Advance*  under  : 

r 

The  Housing  Act*, 

The  Small  Dwellings 

1923  and  1026. 

Acquisition  Act*. 



No.  of 

Total 

No.  of 

ToUl 

House. 

Advanced. 

House. 

Advanced. 

(») 

(0) 

(10) 

(11) 

i 

f 

l 310 

18,880 

205 

106,607 

1 59 

5,575 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

119 

64,008 

150 

112,475 

1 .046 

619,255 

28 

1,425 

6 

2,990 

27 

18,400 

143 

80,817 

Nil 

Nil 

28 

13,970 

Nil 

Nil 

329 

172,275 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

9,192 

Nil 

Nil 

24 

15,075 

6 

0,540 

513 

342,620 

20 

13,975 

24 

13,530 

16 

9,300 

232 

125,965 

191 

12,750 

55 

28,705 

195 

12,707 

Nil 

Nil 

45 

1 5,458 

309 

154,452 

Nil 

Nil 

54 

25,950 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

740 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

1 ,205 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

11,412 

33 

14,200 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

2,010 

Nil 

Nil 

749 

354,859 

93 

84,548 

0 

400 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

31 

16,575 

35 

14,650 

4 

430 

18 

1 ,300 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

1,450 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

7,129 

98 

0,825 

6 

2,798 

25 

2,200 

9 

5,370 

21 

13,750 

99 

56,800 

7 

1,800 

212 

117,122 

87 

0.025 

17 

7.967 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

495 

Nil 

Nil 

31 

15,567 

| 2.157 

047.674 

3,055  2 

,083.575 

Houses 


Housing 
(Rural 
Workers) 
Act,  1920. 


1121 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


13 


Total 
Number 
of  Houses 
Erected  and 


dealt  with 
under  all 
Acta  men- 
tioned in 
this  Return, 
e.  Totals  of 
Columns  (0). 
It). U0l.'l2l, 
(13) 


713 


2,521 


Number  of  Persons  on 
Waiting  List. 


Living  Living 

taide  Total. 


in  Oui 
District.  District. 


205 

619 


298 


15.342 


(14) 

(16) 

(16) 

300 

55 

355 

231 

74 

305 

Up-to 

date  list  in  co 
ration. 

850 

100 

950 

77 

85 

162 

183 

78 

261 

160 

40 

200 

68 

21 

89 

233 

62 

295 

40 

10 

50 

100 

* 

100 

about 

100 

52 

152 

65 

52 

117 

200 

104 

304 

113 

45 

158 

103 

74 

177 

250 

140 

390 

6 

7 

13 

19 

20 

39 

91 

68 

159 

8 

4 

12 

73 

20 

93 

171 

157 

328 

23 

7 

30 

105 

34 

139 

49 

36 

85 

1 2 

4 

16 

9 

o 

11 

105 

90 

195 

87 

34 

121 

40 

— 

40 

182 

Ill 

293  0 

210 

175 

385 

76 

22 

98 

188 

110 

299 

36 

5 

41 

,563 

.898  6.461  | 

Date  when 
Waiting  List 
last  Revised 


Revised  from 
time  to  time 
1st  Jan.  1929 
ur.se  of  prepa 

Dec.  1927 
New  list  being 
prepared. 
Oct.  1930 
May  1929 


March  1929 
Oct.  1930 
Feb.  1930 
June  1930 


Oct  1930 
Sept.  1930 

1928 

Nov.  1930 
Nov.  1930 

Nov.  1930 
Recently 
Nov.  1930 

March  1930 

Nov.  1929 

Sept.  1930 

Nov.  1930 
Oct.  1930 
Nov.  1930 
Nov.  1930 
Sept.  19.30 
June  1930 
Oct.  1930 
Nov.  1930 


Feb.  1929 
Sept.  1930 
Nov.  1930 
Oct.  1930 


Estimated  Number  of  Houses  to  be  Built  by  Local  Authority  dunce 


N’  jm'v'f 

of 

House? 
Con- 
demns 
but  stii| 
inoccu- 
pation. 


(18) 


Number  of 
Houses  which 
»ou)d  be 
Condemned  I Under 
[and  Closed,  bull  ordin - 
for  Scarcity  of  I ary 
■xnmxiationl  circum- 
stances. 

(19) 


1931. 


1902. 


Under 
I ordin- 
ary 

I circum- 
I 5UQCTS. 


Under 
I ordin- 
ary 

I circum- 
I stance*. 


1933. 


In 

Slum  A*71  ‘ 
Clear-  cultural 
pur- 
poses. 


Total 


Remarks. 


ancc. 


(20) 


(21) 


(221 


Nil 


Nil 


80 


20 


80 


20 

125 


80 


20 


16  8 bousjes  now  in  cou  rse  of  (erection 
t It 


12 


70 


12 

*180  for  193  2 and 
1933 


50 


70 


20 


Thequ  estion 
erection  o f add  it 


f proc  eeding  with  a 
lional  h ouses  i s undi 


Impossible  to  state  at  pi 


heme  lot  the 
|r  consideration, 
ent 


Nil 


30  or  40 
18 
Nil 
Nil 


Uncertain, 
butnot  many] 
Nil 

Probably 

several 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Probably  4 | 
50 
6 

1 12  estimated] 
16 
35 

|50  estimated] 


10 


50 


10 


No  slcheme  yet  decided  ulpon. 
No  [programme  yet  arrajnged 
50  | .50 


A t horoug  h censjus  of  t he  Hou  sing  cojndition  s is  bei  ng 
undertaken. 

A schem  c for  th|e  erect  ionof  1 00  houkes  dur  ing  the 
cou  rse  of  the  nexjt  two  years  is  undejr  consideration. 
100  | 100  | loo 


8 


l[38  und  er  all  h ending 
24  | 76  12 


(23| 


*180  for  193  2 and  | 250 
1933. 


50 


22 


•These  figures  represent  the  figures  for  two 
years  1932  and  1933. 


•Not  yet  determined. 

•Not  yet  decided. 

•Applications  from  outside  district  not  con- 
sidered. 

•Under  construction. 

•fn  Addition  the  Council  are  arranging  for  tho 
erection  of  40  houses  by  a Public  Utility 
Society. 

•Not  yot  decided  upon. 


150 


•Not  yet  decided. 

•Inspection  now  Liking  place. 
•In  course  of  erection 


The  late  Lord  Rothschild  erected  and  banded 
over  to  tho  Council  68  pre-war  houses. 

300  | • A further  10.3  houses  are  in  cotir  e of  erection. 


•Not  yet  dccidod. 

•8  erected,  8 in  course  of  oroction. 

•Now  in  course  of  erection 


•Not  yet  decided 

138  | *fn  addition  98  houses  in  course  of  erection. 
•Survey  now  in  progress 


•These  figures  do  not  represent  a true  total  as 
tanyCouncils  have  not  supplied  definite  figures. I 


N.uue  of  Local  Authority, 


(201 


Further  72  houses  in  course  of  erection,  and  a 
further  90  provisionally  approved. 

•No  definite  decision  arrived  at. 

35  houses  also  erected  under  Part  II  of 
Mousing  Act,  1925. 
fNo  definite  figures  can  be  given. 

•100  to  120  during  the  three  years. 


|t  orporutions. 

liemel  Hempstead. 

Hertford. 

St.  Albans. 


Watford. 

| f Whim  District  Councils.] 
Baldock. 

Barnet. 


Bishop's  Stortford. 

Bushey. 

Cheshiint. 

Chorleywood. 

Fast  Barnet  Valley, 

(It.  Berkliampstend. 

Harpondon 


Ilitchin. 

I loddosdon. 

Lotchworth. 

Kickmansworth, 

Boynton. 

Sawbridgoworth. 

Stevenage. 


Welwyn  Garden  City 
| Rural  District  Councils 
Ashwell. 

Barnet. 

Berklminpstead. 

Buntingfnrd. 

I ladltam. 

Hatfield. 

Ifemel  Hompstoad. 
Hertford. 

Ilitchin. 

St.  Albans. 

Ware. 

Watford. 

Welwyn. 


TOTAL 


, 

' 


- 


■ 


/ 


' t 


